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PREFACE. 

^ 

j^ The bulk of this publication appeared s6me time 

^ • ago in a work of mine, in Two Volume^ entitled, 

^ "The Religious Tendencies of the Times." It 

attracted great and general attention when it 

I ^_ 

appeared, but the price — Twelve Shillings — of the 
volumes, prevented many who were desirous of 
reading the work from obtaining a perusal of its 
pages. Hence a great i;iumber of applications 
have been made to me to reprint the " History and 
Heresies of the Plymouth Brethren." With the 
urgent requests thus made I have at length 
complied, making many important additions to the 
matter of which the publication originally con- 
sisted. Having a profound persuasion that Ply- 
mouth Brethrenism, as taught and practised by 
the Darby section of that body, is essentially at 
variance with the spirit and doctrines of the 
religion of Christ, and that it is working great 
mischief wherever it has got a footing, I hope 
that by republishing what appeared in my 
" Religious Tendencies of the 'Times," with the 
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numerous additions I have made to it in this 
form, and being brought out at the price of 
One Shilling, great good to the cause of the truth 
as it is in Jesus will thereby be done. I have 
remarked elsewhere, but it may be well to state 
the fact here, that wherever no mention is made 
by me of the party of the Plymouth Brethren of 
whom I am at the time speaking, my observa- 
tions relate to that section of which Mr. Darby 
is the recognized leader. 

JAMES GRANT. 

35, Cornwall Eoad, W. 

15th October, 1874. 
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PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. 



CHAPTER FIRST. 

THEIR ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY. 

The Plymouth Brethren are a sect of whom we hear a 
^eat deal, but of whom the public know but very little. 
Even other religious denominations, who might be sup- 
posed to be well acquainted with their origin, their 
ministry, their numbers, their doctrinal views, and their 
form of church government, only possess very limited infor- 
mation in regard to these and the other points on which 
they differ from other religious bodies. 

The Plymouth Brethren, so far as respects several of their 
doctrinal views, existed for some years before they were 
called by that name. Their origin, in this sense, took 
place in Ireland, and the time may be quoted somewhere 
between the years 1828 and 1834, The interval between 
the first and last of these six years was one of great com- 
motion in the religious world, although the commotion 
was but little observed beyond the evangelical pale. It 
chiefly arose from the pulpit ministrations and published 
works of the Rev. Edward Irving, and his expulsion from 
the Scotch Church, Regent's Square, followed by his 
excommunication from the Church of Scotland by the 
Presbytery of Annan, to which Church and Presbytery he 
belonged. His expulsion and excommunication were 
caused by his having introduced not only a new style of 
preaching, but much important new doctrinal matter. 

I am sure I will receive the reader's permission if I 
pause here just for a single moment to say that it was my 
privilege to be personally acquainted with Mr. Irving, 
because it furnishes me with the opportunity of remarking 
that I never met with a man with whose thorough sincerity 
in all his views I was more deeply impressed, or of whose 
personal piety I had a more exalted opinion ; while with 
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regard to his appearance and manner in the pulpit, I have 
never seen so remarkable a mingling of majesty with 
modesty as in him. Even at this distance of time, I can 
imagine I hear the tones of his magnificent voice, and see 
his noble countenance^ radiant with what seemed literally 
a light from heaven, blended with an expression of bene- 
volence, which no one who once witnessed it could ever 
forget. 
;/ fie had embraced Millenarianism . which at that time 
had found its way intoDut very few pulpits, either in the 
Establishment or out of it. But the simple fact of incul- 
cating the doctrine of the personal reign of .Christ on 
earth for a thousand years, would not of itself have caused ^ 
the excitement produced by Mr. Irving's pulpit ministra- 
tions and published works. The sensation which he created 
arose chiefly from his dwelling, in almost every sermon, 
with all the intense earnestness, and all the transcendent 
eloquence which characterized his preaching, on his newly- 
i/ adopted belief, that Christ might come to our world any 
day, and at any hour, but would most certainly come in 
that generation, to erect a visible kingdom on earth, over 
which He Himself was to reign personally. 

In conjunction with the doctrine of the immediate advent 
J of Christ to reign personally on the earth, Mr. Irving 
/ contended earnestly for what is called the p eccability of 
Christ's humanity. The meaning of the expression is, 
that our Lord, in taking our nature upon him, took it in 
precisely the same condition in which it was in the person 
of Adam, before he fell, and that, therefore. Christ was 
liable to sin, just as Adam was before he sinned, though, 
unlike Adam, he never sinned. His views on this point 
were first misconstrued and then misrepresented. He was 
charged with believing in the sinfulness of Christ's 
V humanity though it did not break out in overt thoughts ' 
or acts ; and no denial of the charge, however often, and 
however Emphatically made, could or would satisfy the 
evangelical world, that the charge was groundless. He 
preached and wrote with an earnestness never surpassed 
in its repudiation, declaring that his very soul shrunk 
from the i de_a of Christ's human nature being in the 
slightest degree tainted by sin : but all to no purpose. I 
can speak from personal knowledge when 1 say, that the 
impu^tion, persisted in after all his solemn repudiations 
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of the cliarge, well-nigh overwhelmed him with sorrow ; 
and all the nio^e because many of those ministers of the 
Gospel whom he regarded with the warmest affection 
persistently refused to believe his solemn disclaimers. 

In association with these novelties . in doctrine, there 
was another. Mr. Irvincj fnllv believed that the ffifts of 
working miracles and speaking with tongues were not 
withdrawn from the Church. 

I myself have repeatedly heard Miss Hall, who was 
believed to be more largely endowed with the gift of 
speaking with tongues than any one els«, exercise that 
gift in Mr. Irving's church in Newman Street, — the 
place to which he removed on being expelled from the 
church in Regent's Square. While, on a particular day I 
was one of from 2000 to 2500 persons who were present, 
she burst out again and again, in loud and solemn, almost 
unearthly tones, while Mr. Irving was preaching in 
terms of eloquence and solemnity which would almost 
have been supposed to be those of some supernatural 
messenger of mercy, descended from celestial regions to 
warn the world of its sins, and to seek to prevail on it to 
forsake them, and receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only Saviour of 4sinners, and as their SaAdour. The 
moment Miss Hall — a young and ladylike person — uttered 
her first words, Mr. Irving stopped in his sermon, and 
placing his head oil his hand, remained in that attitude, 
as if absorbed in deep devotion, until she had finished, 
when he resumed his discourse. The principal com* 
munications made by Miss Hall to crowded assemblies 
related to the personal coming of Christ. I remember 
being present on one occasion, when in the midst of Mr. 
Irving's discourse, and all were enthralled by his mingled 
eloquence and solemnity of manner, she rose from her seat, 
and in tones which no one that heard them ever could 
forget, shouted aloud, " He's coming, He's coming, He's 
coming ! Behold, He is at the door. He is /i^re." It 
were impossible to form any conception of the consternation 
which the suddenness, the voice, the manner, and the 
matter of Miss Hall created on this occasion in the crowded 
assembly. 

I should here observe that the speaking with tongues in 
Mr. Irving's congregation was not in unknown tohgues, 
as most people, who had never heard them, supposed. 

A-2 
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The speaking of Miss Hall, and others who exercised the 
supposed gift, was in plain English; and though there 
was often a great mystery as to the meaning of their matter, 
there never was any difficulty in clearly comprehending 
their language. 

To the subject of working miracles, which Mr. Irving 
believed to be not only still possessed by the Church, but 
in a special degree in his own Church, it is not necessary 
I should make any detailed reference. The only instance 
in which the attempt was made to perform miracles was 
on the part of one of his disciples in Glasgow. He under- 
took to walk across the Clyde, but failed the moment he 
made the attempt, and the failure being ascribed by the 
other adherents of Mr. Irving to. the want of faith, no 
more was heard of the working of miracles. He, how- 
ever, still clung till his last hour on earth to the belief 
that the gift of working miracles still exists in the Church, 
and that it is because of the feebleness of. the faith of 
God's people that they are not actually wrought. When 
every one else was satisfied that he could not survive 
many days, probably not many hours, he felt and expressed 
a most profound conviction, that a miracle would be per- 
formed in his case by his not only then not dying, but that 
he would live on earth till Christ came to translate him, as 
Elijah was translated, to glory. 

The Plymouth Brethren, when they first formed them- 
selves into a society, entirely agreed with Mr. Irving with 
y regard to the personal reign of Christ on earth for a 
thousand years; but so far as I can ascertain, they did 
not, as a body, nor even as a large majority, believe in our 
Lord's inunedia te second com ing. TheMillenarianism chiefly 
M . to6k the form oT a belief that He might c ome at any time ; 
^ but the certainty of His coming, sooner or later, and, in all 
probability, sooner rather than later, was an essential part 
of their creed. Many of their number, too, concurred 
with Mr. Irving in his views in relation to the humanity 
of Christ. It was, indeed, their differences on this point 
which several years afterwards led to their being broken 
up into two parties. To these divisions I shall revert 
hereafter. The Plymouth Brethren did not, however, 
agree with Mr. Irving in believing that the gift of 
speaking with tongues, or that of working miracles, was 
still in the Church* 
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I liave thus adverted to the state of the religious world 
in this country, as especially brought about by Mr. Irving, 
as paving the way for the Plymouth Brethren movement. 
Men's minds were much unsettled on religious subjects, 
and many of the best men in the Church of England had 
left, and were leaving it, because of the all but total 
absence of spiritual life, blended with ho small amount 
of unsound teaching, in it. The result was, that many 
spiritually-minded people in Plymouth, and other parts of 
the West of England, were in ' a condition to embrace 
* doctrines and principles of Church government, which 
they considered to be more spiritual than were those which 
were then in the ascendency in the Establishment. 

The principles which bound the Plymouth Brethren to- 
ilet her prevailed to a very considerable extent in different 
parts of tlie country before they were called by that name. 
Mr. Darb} , by who.se name the largest and best known 
section of the body are called, is generally supposed to 
have been the fir^ to bring the " Brethren," as they are 
called for brevity's sake, b efore the public fla « tiaw 
denom ination. But the fact is not so. I have bestowed 
much attention on the origin, the progress, and the present 
position of the Plymouth Brethren, and the result of my 
inquiries leads me to the conclusion, that the first idea of 
Christians meeting visibly in a holy brotherhood, because 
loving the Lord Jesus Christ, and holding the same 
essential truths of th e Gospel, — origi nflf^fl with w pimm 
and able young man,\ Mr. A. N. Groves, then in Exete r, 
and intending to enter the ministry as a clergyman ot^ the 
Church of England. Mr. Groves was a man eminent for 
his spirituality of mind and his devotion to missionary 
work, in which capacity he soon after this went to Bagdad, 
where he remained many years, labouring with great 
zeal and success in his Master's work, — of which very 
remarkable proofs are given in the Memoir of him pub- 
lished by Nisbet and Co. The terms of union which he 
proposed were plain and comprehensive. Mr. Groves' 
son, an officer in the Anglo-Indian army, recently returned 
from the East, has written a pamphlet in relation to the 
differences not only now existing among the Brethren, but 
tracing their origin. He quotes a letter from his father, 
Mr. A. N. Groves, dated Exeter, as far back as 1828, in 
which, on^ihe subject of union, there occurs this sentence : 
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— " Oh, when will the day com^ when the love of Christ 
wif 1 hftvft T^ ore po wer to unite^ than our foolish re gulati ona 
hav^ to di¥ide, ^he family^t (J^ociy ^ And immediately 
aSerwards Mr. Groves, junior, adds : — " In reply to a 
question put to him as to whether there were no prin- 
ciples in the Word of Grod which woi^lS up.ite all believers 
in worship, whatever might be their various views and their 
attainments in the divine life, he said, 'Yes, there are; 
we are evidently called to know nothing among our fellow- 
Clnristians but this o»e fact,' ' Do they belong to Chri st ? 
Has Christ received the m? Th en may we receive all 
such to the fflory_of Christ/ " Mr* lienry Groves goes 



farther^ in IjisT illustoition, by an extract from another 
writer, as to the watchword and cry, " The Blood of the 
Lamb and the Union of Saints," being the grand basis of 
the new bond whereby it was sought and hoped to bind 
believers together. He quotes to this end, from the writer 
in question, in his pamphlet, entitled ^' Darbyism : its 
Rise and Development, and a Review of The Betbesda 
Question." Referring to the seventh chapter of the Book 
of Revelation as that which unfolds what will, through all 
eternity, be the basis of all union with the glorified saints 
in heaven, he thus expresses himself: '' The manifestafion 
of all the saints before the throne will show in result the 
value of the blood of the Lamb. That blood is not to be 
regarded, as having so done its work, as no longer in- 
timately to concern us; fiar-aaijt is no^L-omu titli9__tP 
forgiv enesBi so eternally it will beoTtT'title to gl ory. It 
isthus being the ground on which we shall be gathered 
there, that we may well contemplate i t as the Q fatherigg 
oint of saints even n ow. In glory there will be nothing 
looked to as entitling the gathered multitude to their place 
before the throne, but their having washed/their robes, 
and made them white in the blooi of the La^b. This one 
plea suffices for them with God, and as they /are thus, not 
only to be gathered to Him, but also to ona4nother, so do 
we see a principle of great practical value as to the union 
of saints. Now we wish to press upon all the children of 
God, that the basis of our union in glory is quite sufficient 
f#r our union on earth; and even as we shall then be 
njai^ifested on that ground, ought we now to stand mani- 
fdS^ljH Joined together on that alone." 
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As this was in 1828, it was some years before tlie names 
of either Mr. Darby o'l^ Mr. Benjamiu Wills Newton, Mr. 
Craik,' or Mr^Miift^— of each ©f whom I shall have to 
speak' hereafter— 'Were heard of. Soon after thia dame the 
excitement in thereligioijs Avorld coi^equent on Mr. Irving's 
preaching and writings, to which i have befor^nalluJed. 
Meanwhile, a iiumber o£-«piritually-4ninded -fiien from 
varioud parts of Jihe country (a very large, proportion of 
whom were Au^lo-Indian officers) chanced to be residing 
for a longer or shorter peri#d in Plymouth, and thus forjgaed 
themselves into* a*body»didtinct from all other Christian 
bodies, making " The Blood of the , Lamb and the Uni on of 
Saints," their moltol They had no other principle of 
admission into fellowship with them than this, — that along 
with simple faith in Christ, they required a consistent 
walk and conversation in the wo rld. Th^nn -recognition 
Qf uSTspecific or authoriz ed lmnistry wa3 their chief pr in- 
glpje In regard to what they callea ^^ teaching T" Every 
One who himself believed that he possessed those gifts 
r-wjiioh were fitted to edify the church, and whom- the 
^ gfff.liftrtngp ^' — j}^ name by which their assemblies were 
called in preference to any other — regarded as an accept^ 
able teacher, was at liberty to address the church. But it 
was soon found, as it ever will be found in all promiscuous 
assemblies, that there is alwaj^i one person, if not several 
persons, more qualified for th p work of ^^f,ptq(^.hing ." than 
the rest. Accordingly Mr. Bepjamin Wills Newton, a 
distinguished scholar, and a fellow of one of the colleges in 
Oxford, but who had left the Church of England, was soon 
found to be the leading man in the' newly-formed church 
of *believer s in Christ in Plymo|i th, 

It was about this time that Mr. Darby first appeared 
upon the platform of the new movement. He was born iii' 
the north of Ireland, in the year 1800, and was closely 
cotmected by relationship with some of the highest families 
in that country, and consequently mixed in good society. 
At "first he stuaied for the bar, to which he was called, but 
having deep religious convictions, he abandoned his idea 
of practising as a barrister, and entered on the necessary 
course for coming out as a clergyman of the Church of 
England. In dud- time he came out in that capacity, and 
preached . in the establishment in the sister country, and 
also afterwards in Plymouth. • His views on various 
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points, both with regard, to doctrine and the scriptural 
character of a Christian church, underwent a very decided 
change at this early period of his life. For sQine few years 
he held periodical meetings in Publin and other places, for 
the purpose of making known the alteration which had 
thus taken place in his opinions. The late Lady Powers- 
court, one of the most spiritually-minded Christians of 
any age or country, and in whose neighbourhood he was 
stationed, took at this time a deep intel'est faa Mr. Darb}'', 
and did much, not only to encourage him by her counsels, 
but to promote his objects by her presence at his meetings, 
and otherwise. All this while, to his praise be it spoken, 
Mr. Darby — so w^e are informed in '' Chambers's Encyclo- 
paedia "--lived in a mud hovel in the county of Wicklow, 
devoting himself with a most conuile ridable /eal U) the 
discharge of his ministerial duties. ^ 

] cannot state definitely, notwithstanding mv elforts to 
obtain the information, the time when Mr. Darb}' went to 
Plymouth ; but I feel assured it 'was either in 1832 or - 
1833. He had not been long there before he joined Mr. t^ 

Newton, as the leading teacher in the '^ gathering "in • 
that town, numbering, according to statements made to 
me by some of those who belonged to it at the time, not 
less than 1200 or 1400. Of course, Mr. Darby had by 
this time separated from the Church of England, believing 
that it was practically wrong in its doctrinal teachings, as 
regarded the great majority of its ministers, and radically 
wrong as to its constitution. 

But though, as will be inferred from what I have 
stated, Mr. Darby was not, so far as relates to the mere 
historical fact, the originator of the Plymouth Brethren, it 
is to him we are substantially to ascribe the designation 
by which the body are called. While in Ireland, and 
before he had been to Plymouth at all, he objected to 
Christians of the various evangelical denominations being 
called by any distinctive designation whatever. He held 
that to be at variance with the New Testament. He said 
that, inasmuch as our Lord Himself, as well as the 
evangelists and apostles, always addressed the saints of 
God as '^ brethren," " holy brethren," " beloved brethren," 
etc., the term "Brethren" was the proper designation 
whereby to call those who had left other bodies and joined 
their gatherings on the ground of knowing only one 
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Master, and they themselves being all " Brethren " in 
Him. As Plymouth was the part of England in which a 
church was formed on the principles to which I have 
adverted, the name of the town, by a very natural process, 
was prefixed to the word ." Brethren," and hence the 
designation, " Plymouth Brethren," became a fixed 
phrase, whereby those holding that class of doctrines, and 
being connected with them in churfeh-fellowship, are still 
known. But I ought to njention, in justice to Mr. Darby, 
and to the body no less of which he is acknowledged the 
chief, that nothing is so displeasing to him or to them as 
to have the name of " Plymouth " prefixed to "Brethren." 
"All we are brethren," they would wish to be their motto. 
No one ever yet heard any of the followers of Mr. Darby — 
at least, I never did — call themselves, either in speaking or ^ 
writing, •* Plymouth Brethren." Or if tliey liave occasion, 
ill quoting their opponents, to use the plirase, they inva- 
riably precede it by the words, in a parenthesis, *' the so- 
called" " Plymouth Brethren." 

For several years Mr. Darby and Mr, Newton worked 
in the large gathering in Plymouth, harmoniously and 
successfully ; but circumstances transpired — I speak from 
the testimony of a friend who was personally cognizant 
of the fact — ^which proved that Mr. Darby was seriously 
wrong on some doctrinal points, involving the most mo- 
mentous issues, a considerable time before he made them 
openly known. As, however, he did not" bring these 
dangerous doctrines before the church, nor mention them 
among his private friends, it was fondly hoped that he had 
abandoned them ; and therefore those who were acquainted 
with the fact did not make it publicly known. This, as 
the event afterwards proved, was acting in accordance 
with the doctrine of reserve, so prevalent in the present 
day. I regard as a great sin, this practice of concealing 
one's views on vital points, — the keeping back, instead of 
boldly and broadly declaring what they themselves believe , 
to be the whole counsel of God. Nor was Mr. Darby 
alone in this case to be blamed. In a secondary sense I 
think that the conduct of those in communion with that 
church, called for distinction's sake, the church in Ebring- 
ton Street, were also to be blamed for keeping silence for 
so long a period in relation to Mr, Darby's errors. It was 
their duty, as men professing to be fiiithful to the truth as 
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it is in Jesus, to have conversed with Mr. Darby on the 
point, and called on him to render explanations of his 
views on it, and if these were not satisfactory to them, to 
have severed the connection between him and the Ebring- 
ton Street church. 

It is the general belief among those who are not 
correctly acquainted with the first few years' history of the 
Plymouth Brethren, that Mr. Newton was compelled, or 
saw it to be his duty, to withdraw from the Ebrington 
" gathering." This was not so. Mr. Darby and a small 
section of that church withdrew on the alleged- ground 
that Mr. Newton held •and taught erroneous doctrine in 
relation to the humanity of Christ and on other points. 
The charge was wholly without foundation. The great 
majority of the Brethren remained with the church of 
which Mr. Newton was ostensibly the head, because of his 
talents and teaching, in conjunction with the weight which 
attached to his personal'character ; but especially because 
they regarded the charge of his holding unsound doctrine as 
utterly groundless. Notwithstanding therefore the seces- 
sion of Mr. Darby and some of his friends, the church in 
Ebrington Street continued in a state of comparative 
prosperity for some time after this. 

For along time it was believed, and is still by some 
believed, that something had been done to expel him from 
the church in Ebrington Street; but such was not the 
case. On the contrary, the error of Mr. Newton /and 
those who were in perfect accord with him, was error on 
the side of laxity, which they, no doubt, thought Christian 
leniency only. Captain Paget, also one of the Brethren, 
attests this fact, by the brief remark that " Mr. Darby left 
everything when he left Ebrington Street, — the place of 
the Brethren's meeting. That Mr. Darby withdrew from 
that " gathering," instead of being excommunicated, will 
appear presently from his own statements on the point. 

It is right, however, here to remark, before I proceed to 
give Mr. Darby's own reasons for separating from Mr. 
Newton and the church in Ebrington Street, that he had 
for some time previously been very little in Plymouth, and 
took no active interest in the proceedings of the '' Bf ethren." 
He regarded it as a kind of mission which he was called on 
to fulfil, to visit Continental countries to " teach " in 
places, especially France and Germany, where the truths 



THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. H 

which he regarded as of vital importance were but little 
known. He had felt for some time previously, with others 
who shared his views with respect to what he and they 
believed to be the state of matters in their " gatherings," 
that things could not long remain as they were. Especially 
did Mr. Darby and his adherents feel, according to the 
statements of Mr. Groves, pained and disappointed that 
Mr. Newton's influence was at this period '' paramount in 
Plymouth." On this account Mr. Groves adds, Mr. JDarby's 
position was " painful in the extreme," as he was one 
" bent on ruKng," when " an undisguised partisanship 
placed him in the minority." 

Such is the account given of the reasons for Mr. Darby's 
withdrawal from Mr. Newton, and the Brethren who 
remained in Ebrington Church. It is, however, right to 
say that this is the version given of the circumstances con- 
nected wi]bh the break-up of Brethrenism on this occasion, 
by one who is no iriend of Mr. Darby, nor of those who 
constitute the party who is called by his name. On the 
other hand, I should add that neither is Mr. Graves a 
friend of Mr. Newton.' He is pretty impartial as regai'ds 
the spirit and language in which he speaks of them both ; 
but injustice to Mr. Darby, let us hear his own account of 
the causes of his. separation. Soon after the -secession, 
Mr. Darby published his reasons, in a pamphlet entitled, 
A Narrative of Facts, for breaking off all connection 
with Mr. Newton and the Ebrington Church as being in 
communion with him. The following version of the cir- 
cumstances of this case, which excited great attention in 
the religious world at the time, are in Mr., Darby's own 
words. It is only justice to him to give them without 
^alteration of any kind. The points on which, it will be 
observed, Mr. Darby charged Mr. Newton and the 
Ebrington Street church in Plymouth, with having 
departed from the views of the " Brethren," were seven in 
number. They are these : — 

^' First> practically the present hope and expectation of 
the Lord's coming was put off and set aside. 

' ' Secondly, the heavenly calling, which Brethren had been 
specially favoured to bring out, and glory of the Church 
with Christ, is confounded with earth, ;ind subverted and 
set aside. Our Mother declared to be the establishment of 
a system, which had been going on from the beginning, in 
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glory in the earth. ' Christianity supreme in the earth, in 
Mount Zion and Jerusalem/ ' identical with Zion arising 
in the moral grace and dignity of its high calling in 
the earth.' {Thoughts on Apocah/jyse, pp. 138, 142.) 
* This is our parent, the system to which we belong/ 
Jerusalem. 

'^Tliirdly, unfeigned faith in the presence of the Holy 
Ghost to guide and minister in the assemblies of the saints, 
was undermined and subverted. 

'' Fourthly, the unity of the body of Christ, as gathered 
by the presence of the Holy Ghost in this present time 'of 
the Church on earth, was undermined and subverted too. 

" Fifthly, the Deification of the Saints, that is ^ Omni- 
scient power of superintendence/ ' Omnipotent power neces- 
sary to such execution.' And referring to Ezekiel's vision 
but as a description of the power of the clierubiin wlnj 
symbolize the redeemed, ' Nowhere absent, but every- 
where present in the perfectness of undivided action/ and 
they ^ will apply to the earth, the wisdom of the elders, and 
the throne.' 

. '' And as a sixth point, the constant extenuation of the 
evil of Popery. And the decided absence of Christ from 
the teaching, while the Saints were exalted ^ almost into 
co-equality with God.' 

^^ I may add, as a seventh, the exaltation and beauty of 
a personal Antichrist in a way quite contrary to Scripture, 
so as to alarm and shake the minds of the Saints." 

As some of the views which are here referred to, as the 
reasons of Mr. Darbv's withdrawal from all church connec- 
tion with Mr. Newton, arid those who were at this time in 
church-fellowship with the latter in Plymouth, may not be 
clearly understood by those who are outside the circle of 
Brethrenism, — it is right that I should give such an ex- 
planation of them as may make them intelligible to the 
general reader. 

With regard to the belief embraced in the first " Reason " 
— ^the complaint of Mr. Darby and those who separated 
with him, that " the present hope and expectation of our 
Lord's coming," if not denied altogether, was practically 
ignored in the ministrations of the Church, — the truth of 
the charge was emphatically denied by Mr, Newton, and 
the church in Ebrington Street. They declared that they 
held the doctrine of Christ's personal reign on earth for a 
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thousand years as firmly, and taught it as faithfully, as 
they ever did, — only they repudiated and opposed some 
other extravagant and dangerous views which Mr. Darby 
and others had engrafted on it. These I have pointed out, 
and replied to at length in my three volumes, published a 
few years ago, under the title of " The End of AH Things ; 
or, the Coming and Kingdom of Christ." 

The second " Reason " of Mr. Darby for separation 
rela,tes to what the Plymouth Brethren term the " heavenly 
calling." I confess that in Mr. Darby's mode of dealing 
with that noVelty, I am not quite sure that I clearly 
understand it. My impression of its meaning is, that the 
saints of Grod who live under the present dispensation 
possess spiritual privileges peculiar to themselves, — 
privileges unknown to those Old Testament saints who 
lived before the coming of Christ, and which will also bo 
unknown to the people of God who shall live in the Milen- 
nial times, when Christ shall reign personally on earth. 
The expression, '' heavenly calling," is so employed, I 
believe, because the Darby class of Brethren are firmly 
and fully assured that all believers in Christ, in the present 
dispensation — ^embracing the period from the first advent 
to the second coming of our Lord — will, on his descending 
again to our earth to establish his personal reign on it, be 
caught up in the air to meet Him " at his coming," and 
to reign with Him in the air while his Millennial dynasty 
shall' last. And when Christ's reign on earth shall come 
to a close, they shall, through all eternity, possess a far 
greater amount of glory, and a far larger measure of hap- 
piness, than either the saints who lived in Old Testament 
times, or those who lived during the Millennium. In fiict, 
the Darbyifces do not recognize either the one or the other 
class of saints, as belonging to the Church of Christ at all. 
They indeed maJvC this abundantly clear; for they deny 
that there was any Church of God under the previous dis- 
pensation, or that there will be any other than tliat Church 
which consists of those who shall be brought to believe in 
Christ in the present pr^-Millennial dispensation. 

Mr. Darby and his party did, and do now, admit that 
both the Old Testament saints and believers in Clirist 
living under the Millennial period of the earth will be 
received into heaven, to be for ever there ; but they will — 
that is to say, were their places to be appointed them by 



14 THE HISTORY AND HERESIES OF 

Mr. Darby and his followers — have a much lower locality 
assigned to them, than will be allotted to those who have 
believed in Christ during the present dispensation. I had 
thought that Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, were already 
in the kingdom of heaven, and also the Psalmist and 
Isaiah and all the holy men of God of whom we read in the 
Old Testament ; and I had no less believed that Christ 
could have no greater glory or happiness in His mind, as 
beinfi: reserved for those who believed on Him during His 
sojourn on earth than when He said to those who should 
become his disciples, that they were destined to sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven. Lazarus, too, who was one of our Lord's disciples, 
was represented by Christ as being supremely blessed in 
Abraham's bosom ; but if Abraham did not belong to the 
Church of God at all, he himself could not have possessed 
the highest happiness; and consequently, those sitting 
down with him, or being in his bosom, although converted 
in the present dispensation, and belonging to the Church 
of Christ, could not have reached the loftiest heights 
of bliss. 

Mr. Darby, and those who share his views as to this 
distinction between believers who live under the present 
dispensation, and those who lived in Old Testament times, 
or will live in the Millennial period of the world's history, 
— do not mean simply different degrees of glory in heaven. 
That there will be such, is and ever has been the general 
belief of Christendom ; but this almost universal belief has 
never, so far as I am aware, taken the form which it does 
in the hands of Mr. Darby, and of no small number too of 
clergymen in the Church of England, of excluding Old 
Testament and Millennial saints from all association in 
heaven with those who believe in Christ under the present 
dispensation, and allotting the two .former classes of saints 
a separate and lower place. The place is to be heaven, 
but not that part of it in which, what alone they call the 
Church of Christ, is to be through all eternity. According 
to this wild theory, Moses will be among those of the Old 
Testament saints, who will have a much lower place 
assigned them than even the greatest regenerated sinners 
that have lived, or may live, under the present, or Gospel 
dispensation. The thief, for instance, converted on the 
cross, will have a higher place in heaven than Moses, or 
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any of the "godly men" in Old Testament times, referred 
to as speaking " as they were moved by the Holy Ghost," 
and of some of whom it has been said, that they walked 
with God, and were men according to God's own heart. I 
may go even fiirther than this. If this new and astounding 
theory be sound, then it logically follows, that while all the 
ransomed throng in glory, — meaning those who, according 
to Mr. Darby's notion, constitute the Church of Christ, — 
will be singing the song of Mose^ and the Lamb, Moses 
himself will not be permitted to join in what is called his 
own song in conjunction with the song of the Lamb ; for 
he will be in a separate and lower place in heaven than 
that exalted place towhich they will be raised. But this is 
a consideration which will have no weight with Mr. Darby 
and his party ; it will not in the least shake their faith in 
their views. Neither will the fact, that our Lord met 
with and greeted Moses and Elias in His glorious trans- 
figuration on Mount Tabor. Notwithstanding that, neitlier 
Moses nor Elias will, if the Darbyite doctrine be true, be 
decided by Christ worthy to sit down in the same place in 
heaven with the worst of those sinners on earth who were 
converted during the Gospel dispensation. Pis it not tru ly 

deplorable ^at we should hf ^ pftllfid on "to anawAr an/^h 

astoun ding extra vaga nces as thes e Q 

With regard to tlie Darbyite notion, that there was no 
Church of God in Old Testament times, I will simply say, 
— then the Word of God is not to be believed ; for I read 
in the seventh chapter of the Acts of the Apostles the 
following verse: "This is He," — meaning our Lord — 
'^ that was in the Church in the vdlderness^ with the angel 
which spake to him,": — Moses — " on the Mount Sinai, and 
with our fathers." Is it not sad, with such a text as this 
before them, that numbers of intelligent Christians could 
be found to come forward and deliberately maintain, that 
neither the fact of a Church, nor the word Church, was 
known before the day of Pentecost ? 

I wish that this extraordinary and lamentable novelty 
were confined to the Darby party. Unhappily, it is not 
so. It has found its way into the minds and pulpits of 
many of our clergy in the Church of England. And 
what is more and worse, — I fear the notion is still spread- 
ing, not less in the Church of England than among the 
Darbyite section of the Brethren. 
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If Mr. Newton, and those in ehnrch-fellowship with 
him in Ebrington Street, did make it a matter of 
conscience to lift np their voices against this new and 
dangerous theory, he and they were worthy of all com- 
mendation for adopting that course. As I have most of 
Mr. Newton's writings in my possession, though not in 
any way connected with him, nor, indeed, sharing his 
views at all on Millennial questions, — I am glad to find 
that he still holds up this doctrine as one from which to 
turn away, as being at utter variance with the Word of 
God. 

The third " Eeason " assigned by Mr. Darby and his 
friends for separating from the church in Ebrington 
Street, Plymouth, was his conviction that '' unfeigned 
faith in the presence of the Holy Ghost to guide and to 
minister in the assembling of the saints, was undermined 
and subverted." It is not generally known among other 
denominations of Christians, that the Plymouth Brethren 
of the Darbyite section, have views regarding the Holy 
Spirit which are peculiar to themselves. They are, indeed, 
essentially the same as those of the Quakers. Tlie only 
difference is, that whereas meetings of the Society of 
Friends occasionally take place in which not a word is 
spoken, but a perfect silence is preserved from beginning 
to end of what they would still call the service, it is not so 
with the Darby division of the Brethren. They never 
meet without one or more speaking, nor do they ever, 
Quaker-like, remain silent even for a few minutes. But 
not only have they the Quaker notion that all have an 
equal right to speak, but some are certain to speak, just as 
the Spirit gives them utterance. This, however, is only 
to be regarded as so in a subordinate sense. It is when 
the church meets in its collective capacity that they believe 
that the Holy Ghost is especially present among them, and 
that He infallibly guides them to right conclusions in 
relation to the matters w^hich have Bfe^.under consideration. 
Their " gatherings " are then, in their estimation, what 
the Councils of Trent and Nice, and other meetings of 
ecclesiastical dignitaries were in the earlier ages of Cliris- 
tianity. The party of Plymouth Brethren, of which Mr. 
Darby is the acknowledged head, still hold as firmly this 
doctrine of the infallible guidance of the Spirit as they 
did in the origin of Brethrenism, — ^perhaps even more so ; 
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and hence, as Mr. Darby mentions, this was one of the 
*^ Reasons " for the separation. But, strange to say, while 
their faith is so strong as to the presence of the Holy 
Ghost in their church assemblies, to lead them into all 
truth, and conduct them tp right conclusions in any prac- 
tical course which they take in relation to matters under 
their consideration,-^ 5iey do not give prominence Jjg-jthe 
cl early-revealed and most blessed doctrine of the indwell- 
ing of t he Holy Spirit in the minds and hear 



Hevets,/ 1 will not go so far as to say, that that doctrine 
is not recognized by this section of the Brethren, but most 
assuredly it is not so to the extent, nor even in the sense, 
in which it is by ministers of other evangelical denomina- 
tions, who preach the Gospel with unction, clearness, 
faithfulness, and power. I have heard the most gifted 
teachers in their own connection, in various places where 
their meetings are held, in London or out of it, but I 
must say, that the doctrine of the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
the minds and hearts of believers, or as being the grand 
instrument whereby sinners are converted, and saints sanc- 
tified, has had no prominent place in their ministrations. 
I repeat, I do not say that the Darbyites do not believe in 
the absolute necessity of the Holy Ghost, either for the 
conversion of the unsaved, or the sanctification of believers. 
What I maintain is that the Holy Spirit's agency in either 
case does not occupy that place in their teaching, that it 
does in the pulpit Ininistrations of evangelical preachers of 
other denominations. 

The fourth " Reason " advanced by Mr. Darby and his 
co-seceders for severing all connection with the church at 
Ebrington Street, is that *' the unity of the body of Christ, 
as gathered by the presence of tne Holy Ghost in this 
present time of the Church on earth, was undermined and 
subverted too." The meaning of this is sufficiently plain. 
It is, that in Mr. Darby's view, and in the views of those 
who came out from Ebrington Church with him, other 
unscriptural notions respecting doctrine and practice had 
found their way into that church, and that, consequently, 
divisions had occurred among its members, just as divi- 
sions did occur in the days of Paul in the Corinthian 
Church. This I know, from private as well as published 
testimony, was the case ; but even taking Mr. Darby's 
own statement on this subject, as given in his " Narrative 
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of Facts," I think there cannot be a doubt, that these 
divisiolis, both in faith and practice, sprang from himself 
and his adherents. 

The. fifth ^* Reason " for the separation stated in Mr. 
Darby's " Narrative of Facts," was ^' The Deification of 
the Saints; " as if they possessed " Omniscient power of 
superintendence and Omnipotent power necessary to such 
execution." This ^' Reason " is given by Mr. Darby at 
greater length, but I have given its substance. It is a 
" Reason " which broadly, by implication, charges Mr. 
Newton, for he was the leading man in Ebrington Church, 
with claiming Omniscience and Omnipotence. These are 
grave charges, — the gravest, indeed, that could be pre- 
ferred against any human being. They would have been 
equally grave, though not more groundless, had they been 
brought against the loftiest archangel in heaven. They 
were, in effect, charging Mr. Newton with claiming to 
possess, and the right to exercise, attributes which belong 
to God alone. They were charges, indeed, of so revolting 
a nature, that Mr. Newton, I presume, felt that it would 
be impossible for him to take any notice of them. 

The sixth '^ Reason " given by Mr. Darby and his friends 
for their withdrawal from all connection with Mr. Newton 
and the Ebrington Street church, was, '^ the constant ex- 
tenuation of the evil of Popery, and the decided absence 
of Christ from the teaching, while the saints were -exalted 
almost into an equality with God." This needs no expla- 
nation. With regard to the latter phrase, ^*the saints 
were exalted almost into an equality with God," — it means 
that Mr. Newton, and whoever else may have been at the 
time prominent persons in Ebrington Church, stood very 
high in the estimation of the members of the church. But 
it is hardly possible to believe that either Mr. Newton, or 
any one else, occupied so high a place in the love and 
esteem of the church as to be ^^ almost placed on a footing 
of equality with God." 

Mr. Darby's seventh and last '^ Reason '' for the separa- 
tion was, '' the exaltation and beautification of a personal 
Antichrist, in a way quite contrary to Scripture, so as to 
alarm and shake the minds of the saints." Until a com- 
paratively late period, the almost universal belief among 
students of prophecy was, that the Church of Rome was 
the Antichrist that was to come, according to the Scrip- 
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tures. Immediately before the second advent of Ohrist 
But early in the previous century, the notion began to 
make some progress among those who had paid special 
attention to the subject, — that the leading writers on pro- 
phecy, for the last two hundred and fifty years, had 
laboured under a mistake in believing that the Papacy was 
the Antichrist of Scripture. They came to the conclusion, 
that whoever Antichrist might be, he would be a person, 
not a system. As to who the person is to be, that remains 
to be seen ; and the more sober of this class of prophetic 
interpreters are content to remain in ignorance on the 
point, until the revelation is made by his appearance 
bodily on the earth. But while some of these students of 
prophecy are thus willing to wait until the personal ap- 
pearance of Antichrist shall settle the point as to his 
identity, we have, in the meantime, theories on the subject 
without end. The Rev. R. Govett, of Normch, a man 
for whom I have the highest regard, a great-grandson of the 
celebrated William Romaine, believes that Antichrist is to 
be Nero, who, as I mentioned in my work on the Millen- 
nium, shall be miraculously raised from the dead, for the 
purpose of being clothed with the power, and invested 
with all the other qualities necessary, to accomplish the 
work which Antichrist will have to do. The Kev. M. 
Baxter believed till the last, as firmly as he did in his own 
eidstence, that Louis Napoleon^ the late Emperor of 
France, was the destined Antichrist. Mr. Baxter has 
written various works, displaying great research, in favour 
of his theory. He has even gone so far as to give portraits 
in some of his books, of Louis Napoleon, clothed in the 
costume which Mr. Baxter said he would wear when he 
appeared openly before the world as the Antichrist of the 
New Testament. Wild as this notion will appear, I could 
name at least from thirty to forty clergymen of the Church 
of England, most of them men of learning, and otherwise 
of sobriety, who shared Mf. Baxter!s belief, — only, as 
regarded some of them, with considerable modifications — 
that we might expect, any day, indeed, any hour, to see 
Louis Napoleon astound Christendom and the civilized 
world by coming forth the full-fledged Antichrist of the 
Scriptures. 

But I have made a slight digression. What Mr. Darby 
means, when he charges Mr. Newton with exalting and 
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beautifying a personal Antichrist in a way quite contrary 
to Scripture, and so as to alarm and shake the minds of 
the saints. — I am unable to comprehend, I should not 
think it would be an easy task for any one who keeps 
within the line of what the Scriptures say respecting 
Antichrist, to " beautify his person." He is presented to 
us in hideous forms in the W qrd of God. Mr. Newton 
believes, just like Mr. Darby himself, in a personal Anti- 
christ ; but I do not know of anything which he has 
written — and I have read most of his works — which would 
have a tendency to " beautify " the personal Antichrist, in 
whose coming he confidently believes, previous to what he 
also fully believes in, like Mr. Darby himself, — the per- 
sonal reign of Christ 6n earth. Under the circumstances, 
therefore, the seventh and last " Eeasbn" assigned by Mr. 
Darby for separating from Mr. Newton and Ebrington 
Church in Plymouth, was a somewhat singular one. 

I have thus adverted at some length to the separation 
which took place, after several years of fellowship 
together, between Mr. Darby and Mr. Newton, and those 
who took part with either of these two leading men in 
Ebrington Church. From Mr. Darby's own statement, 
two things are evident to all who have read it : the first 
is, that Mr. Darby was not excommunicated, as he him- 
self has sometimes said. And many, if not ,most, of his 
followers have believed that he was excommunicated from 
church-fellowship in Ebrington. It was a withdrawal on 
Mr. Darby's part, not an expulsion on the part of the 
church. The second thing, which is made as clear as 
could be desired from Mr. Darby's " Narrative of Facts," 
is that it was not on doctrinal grounds that he and those 
who accompanied him withdrew. Not only was no 
charge of holding unsound doctrine then brought forward 
against Mr. Newton and those who remained in fellow- 
ship with him, but it is distinctly stated that the grounds 
of separation were entirely unconnected with doctrine, in 
the sense in which that term is ordinarily understood. 
Mr. Wigram, the gentleman before referred to as having 
gone out with Mr. Darby,, and as being a gentlemgtn of 
weight, because of his social as well as religious position, 
wrote, like Mr. Darby, a pamphlet stating the grounds 
on which he separated from Mr. Newton, with the view 
of making out a case for himself in taking that step. 
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Mr. Wigram assigns a different ground for his withdrawal 
from that assigned by Mr. Darby. The latter, as we hare 
seen, seceded partly on account of what he regarded as 
erroneous views on prophetic subjects. But in this matter, 
which is very important because of the consequences which 
resulted from the separation, it is due to Mr. Wigram, to 
hear himself on the subject. I quote his own words from 
his own pamphlet, simply premising that I quote them 
just as they have been put into my hands : " The cause," 
he says, " of withdrawal was not difference of judgment 
upon the prophetic question, neither was it a question of 
doctrine. My act of withdrawal took place solely and 
simply because a new and a human church system had been 
introduced, and one which appeared to screen guilt. I 
am thankful for this, because, while it forced me tg sepa- 
rate from the congregation, as such, it left me free to 
have fellowship with any as individuals in the congrega- 
tion. They are all accredited as Christians^ and I can 
accredit them as such witlwut any question* The hinge of 
all this is a 7iew ecclesiastical polity having been introduced, 
and acted upon, and avowed in Ebrington Street, new and 
opposed to what I had known there from the beginning." 

Two important points are thus established, both by 
the testimony of Mr. Darby and Mr. Wigram, now the 
leading man^ not only at the " gathering " in North Bow, 
near the Marble Arch, Hyde Park, but in London. Both 
concur in explicitly admitting that, up till this period, 
namely, 1845, no charges were made of false doctrine 
prevailing among Mr. Newton and those who remained 
with him in the Plymouth" gathering of Brethren, biit 
that Mr. Wigram, only subordinate in position to Mr. 
Darby among the ^^ Brethren " who had come out from 
Ebrington Church, had in the most explicit terms recog- 
nized the doctrinal soundness of Mr. Newton and of those 
whom he and Mr. Darby had left. Mr. Wigram is very 
plain in assigning as the reason of his separation, that, 
in his view, '^ a new and a humjin church system had 
been introduced, and one which appeared to screen guilt." 
Mr. Wigram goes on to say that though he had thus 
severed his connection with those who belonged to the 
church in Plymouth, he '^ accredited them all as Chris- 
tians, and could do so without any question." Consistently 
with this recognition of those that remained in member- 
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ship with Bfr. Newton, and those who adhered to him, 
Mr. Wiffram said that after he had come out from that 
church, ne still felt free to have fellowship with those who 
still remained. 

I hare given these statements and explanations at some 
length, because otherwise it would be impossible to bring 
the matter so fully before my readers, as that they should 
be able to comprehend the varied and intricate phases, 
which the Plymouth Brethren question often assumes. 
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CHAPTER SECOND, 

THE BETHESDA SECTION OF THE TLYMOUTII 
BRETHREN-^GENERAL REMARKS. 

We have now arrived at another stage of the history of 
the Plymouth Brethren. For many years up to this time, 
namely 1845, Mr. Newton and Mr. Darby had worked 
together in seeming harmony, but it was well known 
that at least for more than two years Mr. Darby had not 
been hearty in working with the Brethren in Ebrington 
Church, under the superintendence of Mr. Newton ; and 
that feeling, if I may be allowed to throw out a sugges- 
tion, may have been one of the causes why Mr. Darby 
had for some time previous to the disruption been so often 
from home. 

Before this time, however, it is right 1 should mention 
several little ^' gatherings " of the Brethren had been 
established in the West of England, and other places. By 
far the most numerous, and still more so the most in- 
fluential for the gifts and graces of its principal members, 
was the '^ gathering '* which held its meetings in Bristol, 
in a chapel named " Bethesda." The leading members of 
the church, Mr. Midler and the late Rev. Mr. Craik, were 
at that time two of the best known men in the religious 
world. Mr. Craik had been highly educated for the 
ministry in the Church of Scotland, but coming to look 
upon Presbyterianism as unscriptural, and Congrega- 
tionalism as being in accordance with the Word of God, 
he withdrew from membership in the Church of Scotland, 
and joined the Baptist denomination, whose views are the 
same on all points with those of the Congregationalists, 
except on the one point of baptism, — the Congregation- 
alists believing infant baptism to be right, and the Baptists 
viewing it as being wholly unsanctioned by the Word of 
God. 

Mr. Miiller, as may be inferred from the name, was a 
German by birth, but came to this country early, and 
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soon after, by one deep sustained act of fkith, undertook 
to build and maintain, without knowing where one shilling 
of the necessary money was to come from, an institution 
for the children of the poor, in which they should be 
housed, clothed, fed, and educated, — especially educated 
in evangelical principles. Nearly thirty years ago, a 
house of limited size was built on Ashley Downs, near 
Bristol, and a small number of children were received 
into it. The funds to build the house and maintain the 
children were all got in answer to Mr. Miiller's prayers, 
he never having (Erectly solicited any aid. From small 
beginnings the Orphanage became so great in its dimen- 
sions that accommodation was found for nearly four 
hundred children within its walls. The necessary means 
to provide for all these children, as well as to pay for the 
heavy expenses incident to the additions to the building, 
were all, as in the outset, obtained in answer to Mr. 
Miiller's prayers, and without any application for assist- 
ance in a single instance, or from any quarter. The 
institution is still supported in the same way, its resources 
being still obtained in answer to the prayer of faith. 
Hundreds of times Mr. Miiller has not known how he 
would be able to provide the next meal for his juvenile 
inmates, but still the means have come in ways unknown 
to him, in answer to the prayer of faith. No less an 
aggregate amount than 600,000Z. has been raised, from 
first to last, in this way. Infidels, and others not classing 
themselves among infidels, but still denying a particular 
Providence, have been confounded at this fact, — one, I 
believe, which has no parallel in the history of the world. 

It is this Mr. Miiller, pre-eminently a man of faith — a 
man who can trust God for and in everything — that was 
the associate with the late Mr. Craik in the Bethesda 
" gathering " of Plymouth Brethren. The people thus 
meeting together, as a church, in Bethesda Chapel — the 
name by which this section of the Brethren have since 
been called, had, by this time — the year 1845 — connected 
themselves denominationally with the church under the- 
superintendence of Mr. Newton, in Plymouth. They 
formed their church on essentially the same basis as that 
on which the Ebrington Church originally was, when 
established by Mr. Newton in association with Mr. Darby. 
There were then no favourite " teachers " or leaders, — the 
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favourite terms with all branches of the Brethren ; for it 
will be afterwards seen there were from this time two 
sections, while there have been for the last few years an 
earnest desire and frequent efforts to form a third. 

The churches of the Brethren are essentially based on 
the republican principle of any one " edifying " the 
church, by addressing its members, who might deem him- 
self fitted for the work. This was so in the meeting of the 
Brethren in Bethesda Chapel at Bristol ; but it was soon 
found that the two men of mark, whose names I have 
mentioned, became as paramount there as Mr. Newton 
and Mr. Darby had been in Plymouth. Any other voice 
was rarely heard within the walls of Bethesda than that of 
Mr. Craik or Mr. Miiller. They, in fact, became prac- 
tically the accredited teachers ; and Mr. Craik more than 
Mr. Miiller, partly because Mr. Craik had almost solely 
given himself up to " teaching " the Brethren, and admi- 
nistering the affairs of the church, while Mr. Miiller had, 
in addition to the interest he took in the church, the heavy 
burden of anxiety connected with the management of his 
wonderful institution, resting upon him. 

Mr. Darby in the meantime formed a new church in 
Plymouth, consisting of those who had, contemporaneously 
with himself, left Mr. Newton's church, or followed soon 
after. The basis of this " gathering," calling themselves 
" Darby ites," or rather, perhaps, accepting the distinction 
from otiiers, was simple faith in Christ. As a preliminary 
step to planting the new church, Mr. Darby publibly 
declared what amounted to this — that there were no other 
religious body existing at the time, which could in accord- 
ance with Scripture be called a Church of Christ. In a 
pamphlet which he published then under the title of A 
Letter to the Saints in London^ he says, ^' The question 
now is the presence and power of the Holy Ghost as 
forming and embodying the Christian unity." Mr. Darby's 
first church possessed this remarkable test of membership 
—that all were' to be admitted who simply professed faith 
in Christ Jesus. The sincerity of their faith, or its reality 
as proved by its practical fruits, were points to which they 
seemed to attach no importance. Mr. Darby either forgot, or 
practically disregarded the test of discipleship which our 
Lord himself laid down, when referring to the false 
prophets of his day, He said, ^^ Ye shall know tliem by 
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their fruits." By degrees Mr. Darby, in his new place of 
meeting, became supreme in the ^' gatherings " of liis 
adherents. He had everything his own way, no one 
venturing to differ from him in relation to any matters 
that were brought for decision before the church. So that 
he was now habitually practising that very supremacy 
with which he unjustly charged Mr. Newton as exercising 
at Ebrington Church, and which forms one of the seven 
reasons, probably the principal one, which he assigned for 
the separation. 

Until this period, that is, until the year 1847, Mr. Darby 
remained in fellowship with the Bethesda party in Bristol, 
of which, as before stated, the chiefs were Messrs. Craik 
and. Miiller. These godly men hitherto sought, in the 
exercise of Christian charity, to maintain the interchange 
of friendly offices as Brethren in Christ, so long as 
conscience would permit, with both the sections of the 
Brethren at Plymouth, because they believed that, not- 
withstanding the differences and divisions between the 
Newton and Darby parties, both still held essentially the 
fundamental doctrines of the Gospel — though Mr. Newton 
was charged with entertaining erroneous views on one 
point. But circumstances occurred Which compelled the 
Messrs. Craik and Miiller, and the " gathering " in 
Bethesda Chapel, to sever all connection with Mr. Darby 
and his adherents. Mr. Darby wrote to the Bethesda 
Church, complaining that those members of the Ebrington 
Church in Plymouth, who had occasion to settle in 
Bristol, were received into Bethesda ; and almost demand- 
ing that they should be excluded. Mr. Craik and Mr. 
Miiller refused to agree to this request, on the ground 
that it ^id not follow that because they were members of 
the church in which Mr. Newton ministered, they had 
embraced what were deemed certain erroneous views, 
which, for som3 time, hkd been reoresented as being held 
by him. They stated that the only test of membership in 
Bethesda Church was that of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, holdingidoctrinally the truth on all fundamental 
points, and living in the church and the world in a manner 
a.;swerable to the profession which they made. Mr. Darby, 
unable thus to shut the door of Bethesda against the 
admission of members from Mr. Newton's church, broke 
off at once all fellowship with Mr. Craik and Mr. Miiller, 
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and the church over which they were practically, though 
not in name, the overseers. 

At this stage of my sketch of ^^ The Bise and Progress 
of the Plymouth Brethren," it is necessary, for explana- 
tion's sake, that I should give some idea of the erroneous 
views which Mr. Newton was charged by Mr. Darby and 
others with entertaining* 

But as on a matter so important as that of charging a 
man like Mr. B. W. Newton with heresies which his soul 
abhorred^ and which it grieved his heart to think that any 
one could have supposed hign capable of entertaining, it is 
desirable that some higher authority than, myself should 
be heard on the subject. And who could oe a better 
authority than Dr. Tregelles ? There will be a universal 
answer to the Question, " No one." Well, then, let me ask 
those who may be desirous to get at the real facts of 
the case in relation to this matter to hear Dr. Tregelles. 
In 1849 he wrote three Letters on the subjects These 
Letters have been long out of print, but Mr. John Cox, 
jimior, has republished in his pamphlet. An Earnest Expos- 
tuhtion, the principal portions of them as bearing on this 
phase of the subject. As no man is better acquainted with 
the whole Plymouth Brethren question, no one could be 
better fitted than Mr. Cox to give the leading points in 
Dr. Tregelles's Letters, — a fortunate fact, as these Letters 
have been long out of print. 

Li his pamphlet, entitled An Earnest Expostulation, 
Mr. Cox quotes from Dr. Tregelles as follows : — 

" The bases upon which these accusations of blasphemy 
and heresy against Mr. Newton have been raised are 
threefold, and as unreal as the charges are untrue. 

^' Hhejirst charge was made in 1846, and was grounded 
upon some notes of a lecture delivered by Mr. Newton on 
the sixth Psalm. These notes had been incorrectly taken^ 
and had never been seen by him imtil he heard that * they 
had been read and severely censured at a meeting convened 
at Exeter for that purpose.' Shortly afterwards they were 
published with the strictures and charges of Mr. Harris 
thereon. Mr. Newton immediately wrote a pamphlet, in 
which he repudiated ever having held the heretical doc- 
trines, and fully vindicated himself from the charges thus 
imjustly imputed to him^ but his enemies only took occa- 
sion therefrom to increase their accusations. 
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^^ The secofid charge followed soon after the first, and is 
referred to in the following extract from Five Lettet^s to 
the Editor of The Record, an Recent Denials qfoiir LortTs 
Vicarious Life, by Dr. Tregelles. These latter letters hare 
since been published in a separate pamphlet, from which I 
now," continues Mr. Cox, ^* make tiie following extract : — 

*' * Those who know anything of the Brethren are aware 
that, for a long course of years, they have been agreed in 
opposing and attacking Mr. B. W. Newton. It had been 
the endeavour of Mr. Newton to prevent the Brethren at 
Plymouth from adopting the 4)ractices and opinions as to 
ministry and absence of order into which those in other 

? laces, professing to hold the same principles, were running, 
n this endeavour he was for some years successful ; so 
that there was at Plymouth the definite recognition of 
ministry, such as was not unsuitably termed modified 
Presbyterianism. When, in order to uphold certain pro- 
phetic and dispensational theories, the Brethren, at first 
covertly and afterwards openly, were setting aside Cove- 
nant, Priesthood, and Mediation, as if they could not relate 
to the Church; and when they were teaching that the 
Church does not include Old Testament saints, these 
erroneous doctrines were distinctly opposed by Mr. Newton. 
This led to the course of action carried on against him by 
Mr. Darby and liis associates, at first privately, and from 
the year 1845, and onwards, publicly. When all their 
endeavours to traduce the character of Mr. Newton had 
failed, they had recourse to other measures. In 1835 he 
had published a pamphlet against Irvingism, defending 
Christ's spotless humanity, but in which, some of the 
relations in which our Lord stood to others, were inac- 
curately set forth. In 1847 these statements were eagerly 
seized by the Brethren. When the passages were brought 
before Mr. Newton, he attentively examined their bearing, 
and seeing that they were mistaken, and that they might 
lead to consequences (to which, in fact, they had not led 
him or others), he published, in the most definite manner, 
a withdrawal of these statements ; expressing his sorrow 
that he had made them twelve years before.' 

"As the ^ Pamphlet against Irvingism ' has been for many 
years out of print, as well as Mr. Newton's acknowledg- 
ment of his mistake ; some who malign Mr. Newton have 
taken, and still take, advantage thereof, to magnify the 
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mistakes and pervert the acknowledgment, representing 
the one as too awful to mention, and the other as a mere 
instrument by which he has sought to cover over sin. 

^^ In regard to this second ground of charge I would here 
call attention to the following points, namely : — 

'^ 1. That this pamphlet originally appeared as an article 
in the Christian Witness for April, 1835^ and that it did not 
then contain the passages objected to and afterwards with- 
drawn. 

'' 2. That these passages were added soon after, and the 
article was then published as a pamphlet, in order to meet 
certain Irvingite errors which had been introduced at Ply- 
mouth. This was done at the special request and with the 
full approval of some of the Brethren who twelve years 
after accused Mr. Newton of teaching therein doctrines 
which impugn the true Deity and sinless humanity of the 
Lord Jesus. The article in its enlarged form also appeared 
in the second Edition of the Christian Witness j published 
in 1838. 

'^ 3. That this pamphlet was widely circulated by the 
Brethren in this country and India for twelve years before 
they discovered anything wrong in the statements in 
question. 

^^ 4. That the circulation of the pamphlet had been pro- 
ductive of much good, and is known to have been useful 
to many who might otherwise have become entangled with 
Irvingism. 

^^5. That the withdrawn statements did not refer to the 
Person of Christ, but only to certain relations in which he 
stood to others. This important distinction has been over- 
looked, and I request special attention to it. (See Three 
Letters by Dr. Tregelles, p. 13.) 

^' 6. That while Mr. Newton strongly maintained 
throughout the pamphlet the true deity of t)ie Lord 
Jesus, the sinlessness of His Person, the purity and holi- 
ness of His life, the entire voluntariness of His service and 
sufferings, and the substitutional character of His work, 
he stated, in substance, that Christ stood in federal relation 
to Adam so as to be under federal imputation. He did 
not see, neither did the Brethren who approved ^nd cir- 
culated this pamphlet discover, until after tioelve years had 
elapsed, the consequences that mi^ht have been deduced 
from these statements. Dr. Tregelles says, ^ It is not that 
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such consequences had been drawn by Mr. Newton, for if 
that had been the case, or if he had seen that such deduc- 
tions could have been made, it would at once have shewn 
him that the terms of which he had made use were in- 
correct. He would have rejected them as thoroughly as 
he did when he saw what might be deducted from them.' 
(See Three Letters^ ^c, by Dr. Tregelles, p. 12.) 

'^ It is manifest, from the pamphlet itself, as well as 
from all his other writings, that Mr. Newton did not hold 
the heretical doctrines with which he was charged. Ho 
had stated certain views which might have led toward 
them, and when he saw what might be deduced therefrom, 
he fully, frankly, and publicly acknowledged that he had 
made an inaccurate statement, and withdrew it. 

^' Upon the principle adopted by his accusers, any one 
might be said to have sailed from London to Newfound- 
land, when he had only gone as far' on the way as the 
Straits of Dover, without having had any intention of 
proceeding further. 

^^ I may safely say, that not one of the writers among 
the Brethren, or even the most careful of theologians could 
escape the charge of heresy, if judged according to this 
principle. 

" The accusers of Mr. Newton are not to be blamed for 
having pointed out an incorrect statement in one of his 
early writings (published thirty-four years ago), but they 
are open to the severest censure for the bitterness and 
malice which characterize their accusations, and for ha\dng 
attributed to him heretical doctrines which he never held. 

" They were evidently desirous of finding occasion of 
fault in him in consequence of the opposition which he had 
manifested against their novel views on ministry, doctrine, 
and prophecy. They therefore gladly laid hold of, and 
most unfairly used*, the incorrect passages in the article 
opposing Irvingism, grounding upon them their false 
charges. And although the paper withdrawing those 
passages was written at their special request, and in the 
hope that it would end the painful controversy, it has been 
used by them only as an instrument for increasing their 
cruel persecutions. It is sometimes referred to as an 
admission on the part of Mr. Newton that he once held 
awful heresy, and at other times spoken of as a 'mere 
cunning device,' and ^the clever expediency of the enemy 
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of souls in bringing about that which he can use to cloak 
over sin and blasphemy.' 

^^ The third charge was made in 1847^ and is based upon 
two Tracts, published by Mr. Newton in that year. As I 
have specially dealt with this subject in my pamphlet, 
entitled A Refutation of Certain Cliarges made by t/ie 
JBrethrerij I need only now refer to that pamphlet, simply 
re-stating that Mr. Newton completely and courteously 
answered all the accusations thus brought against him ; 
but when he saw tliat the real object of his opponents was 
to calumniate him, to destroy his influence^ and hinder the 
circulation of his writings ; he retired from further con- 
troversy with themj and has not for nearly twenty years 
replied to any of their bitter and untruthful charges." 

Thus far, Mr. Cox, chiefly grounded on Dr. IVegelles' 
Tliree Letters. Mr. Newton candidly making the admission 
that an erroneous construction might be put onhis language^ 
and withdrew the paragraph from circulation. But many 
of the Brethren, of both sections, though chiefly Mr. Darby 
and his party, persisted for years in asserting that Mr. 
Newton's retractation was not full and complete. Now, 
without being in any way connected with Mr. Newton or 
his friends^ I do happen to know, from special sources of 
information, that never in the world was a more complete 
retractation given of any error, so far as mere language 
was concerned, for there was none in sentiment, accom- 
panied with a more sincere expression of regret than that 
which was made by Mr. Newton on this occasion, although 
no injury whatever was known to result from the language 
in question. In justice to a man who has been most 
grievously misrepresented, and against whom charges 
alike injurious and groundless have been brought, I feel 
it a duty to truth and to Mr. Newton, thus publicly and 
deliberately to express my full conviction, that there is not 
a man alive whose views in relation to the person and the 
work of Christ are more scriptural, more sound, or more 
glorifying to our Lord Himself, than those of that gentle- 
man. I will even go farther than this. I no less delibe- 
rately and unreservedly state, that while I differ from Mr. 
Newton on the Millenarian question, and probably on some 
matters of minor importance in connection with church 
government, I am prepared at any time to fully indorse 
his views on all the grand central doctrines of the Gospel. 
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Not long ago Mr. Newton published ^' Seventeen Pro- 
positions," which are a complete declaration of his feith in 
those leading doctrines which constitute the Grospel of 
Christ. Nothing could be more clear than the exposition 
of Mr. Newton's beliefs which is given in this small 
pamphlet. On the subject of our Lord's humanity, on 
which subject his views have been so grievously mis- 
represented^ Mr. Newton makes this statement, under 
the heading — *^ The True Deiiy and Sinless Humanity 
of the; Lord Jesus." I give this proposition, which 
is the first of the series of seventeen, in Mr. New- 
ton's words, without alteration. " The doctrines," he 
says, ^^ taught in the Creeds and Confessions adopted by 
the Churches of England and Scotland, respecting the 
true Deity and true sinless and impeccable humanity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, are in strict accordance with the 
Word of Grod. Therefore, we are called upon earnestly 
to reject the doctrines of those who teach either that the 
Lord Jesus assumed a ' heavenly ' humanity ; or that there 
were mingled with His human nature, divine elements ; or 
that because His humanity was hypostatically united to the 
divine nature, therefore it was not, in all essential proper- 
ties, like unto ours, yet * without sin ; ' or who assert that 
' the brethren,' to whom it is said in the Hebrews, Christ 
was ^made like,' had a humanity diflferent from the 
humanity of other men. He was man as truly as we are 
men, and God as truly as the Father and the Holy Ghost 
are God. 

^' The true humanity, yet sinlessness and impeccability 
of the Redeemer is excellently taught in the following 
extract from the Westminster, or present Scotch Confes- 
sion : ' The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, 
being very and eternal God, of one substance and equal 
with the Father, did, when the fulness of time was come, 
take upon Him man's nature, with all the essential pro- 
perties and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin ; 
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two 
whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead and the 
Manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, 
without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which 
person is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the 
only Mediator between God and man.* 
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'' See likewise the excellent remarks of Hooker on this 
subject, in the fifth Book of his Ecclesiastical Polity. He 
thus quotes Ojo'il : ^ His two natures have knit themselves 
the one to the other, and are in that nearness as incapable 
of confusion as of distraction. Their coherence hath not 
taken away the diiference between them. Flesh is not 
become God, but doth still continue flesh, although it be 
. now the flesh of God.' (Cyril as quoted in Eccl. Pol., 
Book v., Section 53.) The words of Leo are : ' The pro- 
perties of each substance being all preserved and kept safe, 
there became assumed by Majesty humility, by strength 
infirmity, by eternity mortality.' (Leo Epist. ad Plav. 
as quoted by Hooker, titc?.)" 

If I have any idea of what constitutes perspicuity and 
precision of language, I see in this extract from Mr. 
Newton'^ writings as striking an illustration of these 
qualities as I have ever anywhere met with. With regard 
to the remaining sixteen '' Propositions for the Solemn 
Consideration of Christians," which succeed the one I have 
thus given, I will only say that they are in perfect accord- 
ance, on all the great truths of the Gospel, with the views 
which were held and advocated by Leighton, Archbishop 
Usher, Sibbes, dnd the other most eminent and soundest 
divines of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In 
their language, in fact, he repeatedly expresses his own 
views. Taking, indeed, all the Seventeen Propositions, of 
which this confession of Mr. Newton's faith consists, I do 
not remember meeting with anything of the kind moi:e 
clear, more concise, more scripturally sound, during a 
prolonged and somewhat varied course of theological 
reading, — with the exception of certain views bearing on 
prophetic subjects. 

I have felt it necessary thus to dwell at considerable 
length dn the prominent part which Mr. Newton has been 
called on to play in the history of Plymofuth Brethrenism. 
If, otherwise, the rise, progress, principles, and present 
position of that body would not have been fully under- 
stood. I will only add that future references to Mr. Newton 
will be few and brief, and the more so as, aftjer the 
treatment he had received at the hands of both sections, 
he ceased all connection with either of them, came up, about 
twenty*five years ago, to London, where he remained 
until a few years ago, when, his health giving way, he 
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was obliged to give up preaching. Foi* nearly a quarter 
of a century Mr. Newton ministered in London statedly 
to a congregation hardly surpassed for Christian excellence* 
or social position, — due regard being had to the relative 
numbers, — ^by any church and congregation which could be 
named. 

Apart, however, I ought to add, from the misrepresen- 
tations to which Mr. Newton had been subjected^ and the 
fierce assaults which were made upon him before he quitted 
Plymouth, he had, from his observation as well as his 
experience of the system of Brethrenism, begun to modify 
his views very considerably, with regard to the way in 
which it worked in connection with the administration of 
the affairs of Ebrington Church. 

There is a point in connection, with this period in Mr. 
Newton's history to which I have not yet alluded, but 
which ought not to be passed over in silence. Mr. Darby 
and his confederates in the opposition got up at this 
time against Mr. Newton, left the impression on the minds 
of the religious community, that his alleged heretical 
doctrine in relation to our Lord's humanity was some- 
thing entirely new ; whereas Mr. Newton had not, for the 
long period of twelve years, written or spoken a single word 
which even looked like that view of the subject. Instead of 
being broached then, namely, in 1847, for the first time^ 
the alleged heresy had been advanced so far back as 
1835, when it was published in a pamphlet, which was 
largely circulated, and to the perusal of which every one 
who chose had access. I have never yet mot with any of 
the two sections of the Brethren who could answer this 
fact. Indeed, in the course of my perusal of their pam- 
phlets and other works, I do not remember one of their 
number who referred even to it. They studiously con- 
cealed it, because they are conscious that their conduct in 
the matter was deserving of all condemnation. They, in a 
sense, made themselves partakers of the very sin for which 
they heaped their anathemas on the head of Mr. Newton. 
*^ If," as we are told by one of our most popular poets, 
*^ to allow oppression is to share the crime," to have con- 
nived at, by remaining silent with respect to so dangerous 
doctrine as Mr. Newton had, at one time, been unjustly re- 
presented as having taught, was to incur a greater amount 
of guilt than attached to him, even had he inculcated 
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the evil doctrine in question, which, I repeat, he never 
did. 

But something more remains to be mentioned which 
most people, beyond the magnetizing power of the Darby 
circle, will perhaps view as even worse than what I have 
just stated. Mr. Darby, himself, is now, and has been 
for some few years, publicly and emphatically charged 
with teaching substantially the same heresies concerning 
the human nature of Christ, as those with which he him- 
self, as I have before shown, untruthfully, charged Mr. 
Nevrton. It might be supposed that^ for mere consis- 
tency's sake, this could not be true of Mr. Darby. When 
I come to treat more fully of the doctrine of the Darbyite 
section of the Brethren, I will establish the fact beyond 
all question. 

Soon after this, Mr. Darby differed on several points 
with some of the leading people in his new meeting-place 
in Raleigh Street ; and the result was that, before long, he 
quitted Plymouth altogether and came to London. I 
cannot name the precise time when he came to the metro- 
polis, but I hear of him being present, towards the end of 
1848, at some conferences which were held at Bawstome 
Street, Islington. These conferences took place with 
respect to the unsatisfactory state of Brethrenism, caused 
by the discord and divisions which had taken place among 
them in various parts of the country. Mr. Darby never 
became the minister of any of the " gatherings " of those 
holding his sectional views in London, — the designation 
^' gatherings " being, I ought to mention, applied to those 
meetings for public worship in imitation of Paul's em- 
ployment, in the first verse of the second chapter of his 
Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, of similar phrase- 
ology. Speaking of the Thessalonian saints meeting 
together to worship God through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Paul makes use of the words, " By our gatliering together 
unto Him." Mr. Darby seems to have chosen a new 
course for himself after he had quitted Plymouth. He 
felt it to be his duty not to remain in London at all, 
except for brief periods at occasional intervals, but to 
travel through various parts of the world, — in America as 
well as on the Continent of Europe, for the purpose of 
spreading those principles which he regarded as alone in 
accordance with the teachings of the Word of God. But 
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the two foreign countries which he seemed chiefly to take 
a pleasure in visiting and labouring in, were France and 
Germany. Probably this preference may be accounted 
for from the fact that Mr. Darby is not only an excellent 
French and German scholar, so far as regards his reading 
and writing the two languages, but equally so in relation 
to his speaking them. I am assured by a minister of the 
Free Church of Scotland, who has spent several years on 
the Continent, and has written articles for the celebrated 
" German Encyclopaedia" — only a few years ago com- 
pleted, that Mr. Darby speaks the French and German 
languages with great fluency and accuracy. That fact has 
no doubt had its influence in making the goodly number 
of proselytes on the Continent, which now belong to his 
community. He and Mr. Wigram went together some 
years ago on a mission into^ the West Indies, and, accord- 
ing to the statements of the Brethren of their section in 
London, did then ^^ a great work" in the way of prose - 
lytism, in that part of the world. 

I can imagine that the readers of this volume will be 
desirous of knowing the number of those who are in 
church fellowship with the Darby section of the Brethren. 
It is a curious fact that they resemble the Jews with 
respect to numbering those who compose their Brother- 
hood. But, notwithstanding the difliculty, on that account, 
of obtaining reliable information on the point, I can make 
an approximate statement with all confidence in its 
accuracy, so far as relates to the number of Darbyites in 
Great Britain. As near as may be, the number of their 
churches, or *^ gatherings," is three hundred. Of this 
number, twenty belong to London proper, and eight more 
within a suburban circle of twelve miles. This makes the 
entire number, in what they call the metropolitan district, 
twenty-eight. I have been in six of their places of 
worship. One of those best attended, where Mr. Stoney 
usually conducts the services when in London, is the 
Priory, at the farthest end of Islington, where, probably, 
the average attendance is, in round numbers, 150. But 
the number that belong to William Street place of meet- 
ing, leading out of the north end x)f the Catedonian Road, 
is larger than that at the Priory. I should think it could 
not be less than 200. Mr. Miller, who is the minister — 
no one else taking a prominent part in the conduct of 
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public worship — can only be looked on as a modified 
Darbyite. He acts almost entirely on the Independent 
principle — that is, ho is, in a sense, in the administration 
of Church affairs, a law unto himself. Still, if he is to be 
placed, in either of the categories of the Brethren, he 
would decidedly prefer to be classed with the Darbyiies. 
Of this a proof was furnished, a few years ago, by tho 
fact of Mr. Macintosh, of Bristol, preaching in his chapel ; 
for no Darbyite — and Mr. Macintosh may be regarded as 
a sort of lieutenant of Mr. Darby's — dare venture to 
minister in any place of worship not in fellowship with the 
Darby section of the Brethren. Indeed, were he to do so, 
the penalty he would have to pay would be his immediate 
expulsion from the Darbyite body. A third of the prin- 
cipal " gatherings " of the Darbyite section takes place in 
North Row^ near the Marble Arch, Hyde Park. Mr. 
Wigram, when he is in London — lately, I am told, he was 
visiting the Brethren in Australia— ^is the chief officiating 
party in that "gathering." The average attendance there, 
judging from what I have seen, I should set down at from 
100 to 120. Then there is the Goswell Road Chapel. I 
should suppose that the usual attendance in it is about 
130. Dr. Cronin, a venerable-looking and gentlemanly 
man, almost exclusively, ministers in that assembly, or 
did until lately. The others, taking the average of the re- 
maining twenty-eight meeting-places in and around 
London, do not, I feel assured, exceed fifty for each. 
This would give an aggregate of, in round numbers, 
1,600 Brethren of the Darby section in the metropolitan 
district as mapped out by them. Taking the entire 
number of the Darby class of Brethren in Great Britain, 
I should say it amounts to about 15,000. I ground my 
calculation on the fact already stated, the accuracy of 
which is not, I believe, disputed, that their " gatherings " 
amount as near as may be to 300. Now, judging from 
what I have seen in the provinces, and from what I have 
been told by others who are cognizant of the state of 
things regarding their numbers, I feel satisfied that, to 
allow fifty on an average to each of their provincial 
churches, is to give them more than they are entitled to. 
For instance, I have been at their meeting in Scarborough 
while their late minister, Mr. W. Trotter — one of the very 
ablest and best in every respect of their body — was alive, 
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and the number constituting the ^' gathering " on that day- 
was not difScult to count. It was under thirty. An 
average membership, therefore, of fifty, in 300 places in 
the country would give an aggregate provincial member- 
ship of 15,000. If to the numbers, then, of the Darby 
section of the Plymouth Brethren in die provinces, we add 
those in the metropolitan district, we shall have an aggre- 
gate number of adherents somewhat exceeding 16,000. 

If, leaving our own country, we proceed to other lands, 
we shall' find that in foreign parts there is a goodly number 
of them scattered about. There are many of them in the 
south of France ; in Grermany, in Italy, and in other 
Continental countries. In Canada, too, they are some- 
what numerous, — ^relatively more so, from all I can learn, 
than perhaps in any other country abroad. Mr. Darby 
seems to take a special interest in the ." Brethren " in 
Canada, for he pays them frequent visits, and remains 
with them a longer time than he does when he visits his 
'^ Brethren " in other lands. In the United States, Mr. 
Darby has also a number of adherents, but fewer, I 
believe, in proportion to the extent of the professedly 
religious populatiQn there, than in any other country where 
.the English language is spoken. The Darbyites are 
spreading in Australia. While, indeed, this pamphlet is 
passing through the press two leading men of the Darbyite 
faith have returned from New Zealand, where they have 
been on a visit to the Brethren at the antipodes. In the 
West Indies, the disciples of Mr. Darby are rather 
numerous, considering all the circumstances, and I am 
assured are increasing ; but probably they are more 
numerous in the Channel Islands than in any other part of 
our possessions beyond the confines of Britain. Compared 
with those of the population entertaining evangelical sen- 
timents, they are very numerous in both Jersey and 
Guernsey, especially in the latter, which may be accounted 
for from the fact that the Eev. William Kelly, an author 
of eminence, and a man of great " teaching," otherwise 
preaching talents, though very intolerant, and austere 
when dealing with those who differ from him, — has been 
long settled in that island. But, curiously enough, there 
is no part of the Queen's dominions in which the Ply- 
mouth Brethren, in fellowship with Mr. Darby, are so 
numerous, in proportion to the population, as in the small 
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island of Alderney, Though the' number of its inhabi- 
tants be under 3,500, I have the fact on the testimony of 
one who lately left Alderney, after a residence of several 
years in the island, — and my informant belongs to 
the Established Church, — that their number somewhat 
exceeds lOQ. 

From the information I have thus furnished respecting 
the numerical condition of the Darbyite section of the 
Plymouth Brethren, the reader will have a clear under- 
standing of that aspect of the Brethren question. The 
question will naturally be asked, What, as a body, is 
their social position ? I have before observed that when 
those holding a certain class of religious opinions, nearly 
forty years ago, formed themselves into a body in 
Plymouth, distinct from all other denominations of 
Christians, a very large number of them were Anglo- 
Indian officers. Others, too, of high social position, 
several, indeed, peers and peeresses, were among their 
earliest members. The sapie relative state of things has 
continued until the present time. Mr. Darby can boast 
of having — considering the limited number of his followers 
compared with the numbers of other evangelical denomi- 
nations — a large proportion of titled persons, officers of 
high rank, barristers, merchants, and wealthy men and 
women. But any one unacquainted with their peculiar 
viev.'s entering one of their places of worship, would 
imagine, from the appearance of the Darbyite Brethren, 
that there were but few persons of social position among 
them. This may be accounted for from the fact, that it is 
part of their discipline that there shall be nothing like 
what is called fine dressing among them. Some, even, of 
their highest ladies, in point of social position, are attired 
no better than well-dressed servants. T^ieir bonnets are 
never ornamented by flowers or ribbons put into artistic 
form ; nor is there anything that can be called ornamental 
in any other part of their costume. At first, the same 
plainness and simplicity were introduced into the houses 
of the greatest of the " Brethren," — greatest, I mean, in a 
social sense. They disposed of their fine furniture, and 
even removed their carpets from their drawing-rooms, on 
the ground that botti magnificent furniture and showy 
dresses were at variance with the spirit, and also with the 
precepts, of the Gospel. But it was soon seen that these 
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notlons.could not be c*arried out, unless they descended from 
their social position altogether ; and, therefore^ so far as 
their houses were concerned, there soon was, and there is 
now, little difference between theirs and other people's in 
the same circles of society. But the female portion of 
the Darbyites still stand out on the point of plainness of 
dress. A stranger going into their places of meeting 
would not be able to distinguish^ so far as relates to dress, 
between a marchioness and a housemaid. Until a few 
years ago the Marchioness of Queensberry, since gone 
over to Romanism, was a Plymouth '* Sister," and she 
dressed with greater plainness, though a young woman, 
than some of her own housemaids who worshipped with her. 

With regard to the places in which the Darbyite 
" Brethren " meet for worship, they are in every instance 
exceedingly plain. They have no pews, but simply forms. 
With one or two exceptions, they have not even the 
appearance of chapels of the humblest kind. As a rule,, 
their places of worship are not only the perfection of 
plainness, but they are uncomfortable, — so cold and damp 
in many cases, that it is dangerous to one's health to 
remain any length of time in them. There is nothing 
resembling pulpits in their places of worship. A chair 
and a small table raised a few feet above the floor, are all 
tlie provision which is made for those who minister in the 
" gatherings." 

With regard to the Bethesda section of the Brethren, 
much of what I have said respecting the Darbyites will 
apply to them. In London, they are not nearly so 
numerous as the followers of Mr. Darby. I have not been 
able to ascertain what the number of their " gatherings "js 
in the metropolis. I believe they have six or seven places 
for meeting. The two best known are the one in Welbeck 
Street, Cavendish Square, and another called Moscow 
Hall, Bayswater. But though the Bethesda " Brethren " 
are less numerous than the Darbyites in London, it is 
believed that they are more numerous tlian the followers 
of Mr. Darby in some parts of the country. They, too, 
practice plainness and simplicity, both in their mode of 
dressing, and in their places of worship. The Bethesda 
party, as well as the adherents of Mr. Darby, have persons 
of title among them. The Hon. W. Wellesley, brother of 
Lord Cowley, was for many years an active member of 
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the Bethesda party ; bufc he quitted them a few years ago, 
and joined the Darby ite Brethren. I was surprised when 
I heard this, because so late as a few months previously to 
his taking this step I spent part of a day wiui him in the 
house of a mutual friend, and thought he was so staunch a 
Bethesdaite, that he would never leave them ; or that, if he 
did, the bosom of the Darbyites was of all places the last 
into which he would throw himself. However, so it is. 
Lord Congleton is another nobleman who for many years 
was a leading Darbyite ; but, feeling dissatisfiea with 
their conduct in relation to some quarrels which then took 
place between theiii and the Bethesda party, he left the 
former and joined the latter. Not content with officiating 
largely among them as a '^ teacher/' he has written a 
number of pamphlets in their favour. After a time^ how- 
ever, it has been said that he found no rest for the sole of 
his feet among the latter, and consequently withdrew 
from fellowship with them, and for a season he remained 
unconnected with any religious body ; but, being unhappy 
in his state of isolation, he has returned to the Bethesda 
fold, where he now is, and meets every first day of the 
week with the Brethren assembling in Welbeck Street, to 
*' break bread and for prayer."' Lord Teynham was also 
for many years a Plymouth Brother, but has for a long 
time been separated entirely from the body, and now goes 
through all parts of the country, preaching the Gospel, 
and simply saying, in relation to his denominational views, 
that he is a Baptist. 

The Bethesda Brethren, though not wealthy as a body, 
have a goodly number of rich men among them, in pro^ 
portion to their numbers. Some of these wealthy memoers 
are most liberal. Their head-quarters are at Bristol, and 
now^ since Mr. Craik's death, Mr. Miiller is regarded as 
their chief, — a word, however, which they do not like to 
use, though practically recognizing him in that capacity. 
They are, as a body, much more spiritually-mindea than 
the Darby party, and even the latter are constrained to 
admit, that the concord and kindness which exist among 
them, form a striking contrast to the state of matters, in 
this respect, among the disciples of Mr. Darby. 
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, CHAPTER THIRD. 

THE DOCTRINES OF THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. 

I COME now to the question of Doctrine in connection 
with the Plymouth Brethren. I shall, no doubt, be asked 
in the outset, " Are there any doctrinal differences between 
the Darby and Bethesda divisions ? and if so,* what are 
they? " It is easier, to answer the first question, and to 
say that there are differences, than it is to answer the 
second, and say what they are. On either side no incon- 
siderable number of pamphlets and tracts have been 
published; but there is much obscurity as to doctrinal 
views in most of them, while even those authors writing 
on the same side are often at variance with each other, 
and not unfrequently each is found to be at variance with 
himself. It is right, however, to say that there is much 
more error in the Darbyite section of the Brethren than of 
the Bethesda section. The latter are, so far as I can 
ascertain, essentially sound in relation to all the good 
saving and sanctifying doctrines of the Gospel. One impor- 
tant doctrine on which the two parties differ, is that of 
the imputed righteousness of Christ. The Darbyites reject 
that doctrine as having no foundation in Scripture : the 
Bethesda party regard it as one of the most impor- 
tant doctrines in the Word of God, and hold it to 
be as clearly revealed as any doctrine within the whole 
compass of the Bible. It accordingly occupies a prominent 
place in their ministrations. The Darbyites give, perhaps, 
greater prominence to the doctrine of union by faith in a 
risen Christ, than to any other doctrine within the circle 
of the Christian scheme. The Bethesda section of the 
Brethren are as firm believers in the indispensable neces- 
sity of faith in the resurrection of Christ, in order to 
salvation, as the other party ; but they do not place it so 
much in the foreground as almost to hide from view 'the 
doctrine of the Cross, 
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In most of the Bethesda '' gatherings," or, as some of 
their number prefer the word, *' assemblies," derived from 
the phrase *' Forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together," there are some who have individual opinions on 
several points different from those of the body generally ; 
but, as a body, they .hold the class of opinions usually 
denominated Oalvinistic. With regard to the bounden 
duty of all believers in Christ to possess, in abiding and 
rich abundance, the assurance of faith, they are quite in 
accordance with the Darbyite party. So they are on the 
question of the personal reign of Christ on earth, during 
the Millennial state. They are no less at one in the 
belief that the Antichrist who is to precede the second 
advent of our Lord, when He comes to inaugurate his 
personal reign, will be, not a system, but a personal 
Antichrist, who will last for three years and a half, that 
being 1260 days, and rot for 1260 years, as prophetic 
writers, almost without exception, expected for the last 
two centuries and a half, would be the period of Anti- 
christ's supremacy on the earth. Of course, with their 
views of a personal Christ, they do not believe that 
Antichrist has already come. 

But as it is with the Darby party of the Brethren that 
I shall hereafter have chiefly to do, it will be as well here 
to repeat what I have stated in my preface, that, when I 
afterwards employ the word Brethren, or the phrase Ply- 
mouth Brethren, I refer only to the Darbyite section of 
that body. This will prevent the reader from confounding 
the two parties. There is a marked distinction of a prac- 
tical kind between the two sections of the Brethren. 
There is scarcely anything deserving the name of evan- 
gelization among the Darbyite division ; whereas, among 
the Bethesda party, there is a considerable amount. I 
ought, however, to mention that the evangelizing feeling 
and practice are much more prevalent among those who 
are simply with that party in heart, than among those 
who are in open communion with them. Probably tnere 
are few more devoted evangelists in the present day than 
Lord Radstock, and those who know his lordship personally 
are well aware that his warmest sympathies are entirely 
with the Bethesda party, but he has not joined them in the 
sense of formal fellowship. I ought, however, to add that 
he is frequently present at their prayer-meetings, nnd their 
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meetings for the exposition of the Scriptures, and that he 
often breaks bread with them. I could name several other 
evangelists, of high social position, who, in their hearts, 
are one with the Bethesda section of the Brethren, although 
they have not openly united with them, but deem it their 
duty still to remain in communion with the Church of 
England. But while a considerable amount of evangeliza- 
tion is done by members of the Bethesda party, chiefly by 
those who, in heart and soul, though not avowedly, belong 
to them, — I am not acquainted with any belonging to the 
Darbyite section of the Brethren who are remarkably noted 
for their evangelizing labours. It is right, however, I 
should say, that I am assured by those who ought to know, 
that a large number of them are devoted evangelists. 

But I now come to the consideration of what is to be 
the principal subject of this chapter — the Doctrine of the 
Darby party, — ^understanding the doctrine in the higher 
signification of the word. First of all, then, let us look 
at the question of our Lord's humanity as understood by 
Mr. Darby and his disciples. When adverting to the 
charges preferred by Mr. Darby against Mr. Newton, of 
the latter having held the doctrine of the sinfulness of our 
Lord's humanity, I made a passing remark to the effect 
that Mr. Darby appears to have actually adopted, substan- 
tially, the same views as those with which he seems to 
have been absolutely horrified when groundlessly assuming 
and asserting that they were entertained by Mr. Newton. 
Mr. Groves, a man of the highest character, and who has 
no intimacy with, or leanings, towards, Mr. Newton in any 
way, goes fully into this point in the pamphlet to which 
I have already referred. " But," says Mr. Groves, " a 
few years have passed away, and the unrighteous course 
pursued towards Mr*. Newton has not been forgotten by 
the Holy God; and now He who makes those who are 
wise in their own craftiness, fools, permits the accuser to 
stand where the accused stood, and allows Mr. Darby to 
occupy the place of the heretic. His own description, 
righteously carried out, would at once excommunicate not 
onlv him, but all those who maintain fellowship with 
him." 

Some of Mr. Darby's views, with regard to the person 
and work of Christ, substantially accord with those which 
were falsel}'^ ascribed to Mr. Newton, and for which he 
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was persistently — I had almost used a stronger word—* 
persecuted for nearly twenty years, Mr. Darby's recent 
views are brought out in a work written by him, entitled, 
TJie Sufferings of Christ. They may he expressed in a 
few words : — Mr.. Darby maintains that a part of Christ's 
sufferings on the Cross were what he calls ^'non^atoning," 
that is, that in '^ smiting " Him as the shepherd on the 
Cross, God did not do so with a view to an atonement for 
our sins, until a particular point of time, while Christ was 
banging on the tree^ and that then the wrath of God, in 
its atoning character, coalesced with His legal wrath. In 
association with the doctrine that much of the sufferings 
of Christ on the Cross were without any atoning object or 
effect^ Mr. Darby, advancing a step farther, denies that 
the atonement for our sins consisted even in Christ's death. 
But as it is probable some persons will find it difficult to 
believe that any man, professing to hold evangelical 
principles, and especially the leader of an important reli- 
gious sect, also professing to be sound in the faith, could 
entertain such notions, and that I must have misunder- 
stood Mr. Darby's meaning, — it is due to him, and may 
be desirable for the reader, that I should quote his own 
words. They are given, in substance the same in his 
monthly organ. The Present Testimony^ for August, 
1866, a later date than that in which his other publication, 
^' The Sufferings of Christ," made its appearance, and, 
therefore, notwithstanding all the remonstrances addressed 
to him by some of his followers against that- dreadful doc- 
trine, they are proved to have been without effect. He 
then stands before the religious world as still adhering to 
these fearful doctrines : — 

'^ There was, too, to Him," sayd Mr. Darby, " in addi- 
tion to the pain of the death, the legal curse appended, by 
God's righteous judgment as King of Israel, to the form 
of the death ; as it is written, * Cursed is every one that 
hangeth upon a tree.' But this curse of the law was not 
the same thing as the wrath, when He cried out, ' My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ?" The thieves bore 
it as He did; that thief, too, who went with Him to Para- 
dise the same day, and who could go there to be with his 
Lord, because He^ the Prince of Life, had borne the wrath 
due to sin in his own body on the tree. But the cross had 
been endured by many an unrepentant rebel against man 
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and God ; and the cross in itself loould not take away sin» 
Yea more, while the time in which He endured the ci-oss 
was the period in part of which the wrath came on Him 
(when He endured the wrath of Q-od's judgment against 
sin). He only of the three that were crucified togetlier could 
or did bear the wrath ; and the agony of that wrath, if his 
alone of the three then and there crucified^ was distinct from, 
though present to Him at the same .time as the agonies 
(infinitely lesser) of the cross of wood ! " 

The il^lics are not' mine ; they are those of the Rev. W* 
H. Dorman, who was for twenty-eight years the friend 
and admirer of Mr. Darby, and resigned the pastorship of 
a Congregational church in Islington to join his section of 
the Plymouth Brethren. 

The same sentiments are expressed in various other 
portions of Mr. Darby's writings, and even in some 
respects in language more objectionable still. That part 
of his theory, that Christ suffered much and long on the 
cross before there was anything of an atoning nature in 
His agonies, and simply as lying under the wrath of God 
in his character as King of Israel, is brouglit out more 
fully and more plainly than in the extract I have given. This 
is, in effect, to say that Christ actually had sins of His own 
in virtue of the relation which He sustained to the Jewish 
nation, as their King or Head. There is something inex-^ 
pressibly painful in the idea that our Lord suffered on the 
cross in any other capacity than as the Substitute or Sin- 
bearer for us. There is not a sentence in the Word of 
God which gives the slightest sanction to it, but the 
contrary : — ^- While we w^ere yet sinners Christ died foi' 
W5;" ^' He was made sin for us who knew no sin." Mr. 
Darby says He did know sin as the King of Israel. " He 
died for our sins and rose again for our justification;" 
^' He died for oar sins accordipg to the Scriptures;" 
^' Who gave Himself for our sins ; " ^* He is the propitia- 
tion for our sins ;" '^ Who bore ow sins in his own body 
on the tree ;" " Who washed us from our sins in his own 
blood," etc. 

The effect of this fearful theory of Mr. Darby, believed 
in and taught, be it remembered, by all the Brethren of 
his party, would be, as is well remarked by the author 
of a pamphlet written in reply to the theory, in the follow- 
ing words : — " Let the reader distinctly notice that in 
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place of the single view of Christ's obedience unto death 
which the apostles set before us, who see God in the cross 
only as the smiter of his own foreordained Lamb, the 
sufferer is, by this teaching, placed under a triple necessity 
of dying under the hand of God, He kills Him as Messiah ; 
H^ smites Him as the companion of others on the cross, 
and apart from atonement ; and He makes Him also an 
atoning substitute." What a strange theological jumble, to 
say nothing of its pernicious tendencies wherever adopted. 

To say that our Lord suffered on the ci^oss in any way 
other than as our sin-bearer,-— or as paying for us the debt 
which we owed to the justice of God, — -would be, to the 
poor law-condemned and self-condemned sinner, to divest 
the sufferings of Christ on the cross of much more of the 
grace and glory of His atoning sacrifice, than language 
can express ; while it would deprive the believer in them, 
in a corresponding measure, of that supreme comfort which 
he derives from looking back to the cross, and feeling that 
all that Christ suffered on the tree, was solely for His 
disciples. 

I feel it would be morally wrong to offer any formal 
reply to such statements as the above. I regard them as 
no better than blasphemy, — not only as irreverent, but as 
being absolutely revolting; for Mr. Darby places our 
Lord's sufferings, and our Lord himself, as on a par with 
the two thieves who were crucified with Him. I do not, 
therefore, wonder that a number of his best disciples, after 
in vain trying to induce him to retract, determined that 
they should walk no more with him. The Rev. Mr. 
Dorman was one of those who adopted this course, when, 
after a lengthened correspondence with Mr. Darby, the 
latter would not withdraw one word of what he had 
written. In reference to the close of Mr. Dorman's 
correspondence with Mr. Darby on the subject, he says, in 
his pamphlet, Tlie Close of Twenty-eight Years of Associa-- 
tion vnth Mr. J. M. Darby : — " This letter brought me a 
curt note in reply, in which Mr. D. declined any further 
correspondence on the subject. So readily, and as it 
appears to me, so remorselessly, is he prepared to throw 
off men, no matter how long or how close their association 
may have been v/ith him, if they once dare to judge or 
to question the truth of what he has written. But it is in 
harmony with his declared sentiments." 
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Some of Mr. Darby's leading friends and most strenu- 
ous supporters present us with what is seemingly another 
aspect, but is practically the same, of our Lord's human 
nature. They distinctly state that sin attached to his 
nature. Mr. Macintosh, of Bristol, who is one of the 
ablest of Mr. Darby's community, and whom Mr. Darby, I 
believe, considers only inferior to himself, broadly con- 
fesses his belief in the sinfulness of our Lord's humanity. 
In his most^ recent publication on the subject of the 
Plymouth Brethren's differences from other denominations 
on important questions, Mr. Macintosh says : — " In 
giving up His life, He gave up also the sin attached tlieretOj 
so that it is effectually put away, having been put in the 
grave from which He arose triumphant in the power of 
a new life, to which righteousness as distinctly attaches 
itself as did sin to that life which He gave up on the 
cross." Mr. Darby, whose disciple Mr. Macintosh is, 
expresses himself in precisely the same terms as to 
the sinfulness of Christ's humanity as Mr. Darby 
himself does. '^ To Christ's flesh," are his words, " sin 
was attacJied.^^ This most dangerous and unscriptural 
doctrine will be found more fully unfolded in Mr. Mac- 
intosh's Wotes on Genesis, In consistency with their 
belief that Jesus took a sinful nature with Him to the 
grave, the Darbyites hold that He took to Himself, when 
He rose from the grave, a new and sinless nature, not the 
nature which He had when He expired on the cross and 
was laid in the tomb, — so that all evangelical Christianity 
has laboured under a great mistake in believing that our 
Lord arose from the grave and ascended up on high in our 
nature. He took an entirely new nature upon Him. He 
is, consequentlv, no longer bone of oiir bone and flesh of 
our flesh. When we reach the realms of glory we shall 
not, as until this new Darby discovery had been made we 
had believed we should, see our adorable Kedeemer wear- 
ing our nature, — the nature in which He suffered and died 
when on earth ; but a new nature, of which we shall know 
nothing until we have beheld it in heaven. I content 
myself with the simple statement of these lamentable 
novelties in doctrine : 1 do not undertake to reply to them. 
I may be asked the reason why ? The answer is not far to 
seek, — it is at hand. They answer themselves. The simple 
statement of them is their own refutation. 
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In the case of Mr. Mackintosh, as before remarked, 
who is the most prominent and ablest of the Plymouth 
Brethren, in connection with the advocacy of the doctrine 
that Christ' did not take up, when He rose from the dead, 
the life which He laid down when He expired on the 
cross, and, consequently, that it was not in our nature 
that He rose and afterwards ascended into heaven, — in the 
case in question, viewed in conjunction with Mr. Mack- 
intosh's other opinions relative to the human nature of our 
Lord, there is an obvious inconsistency. Here we have 
Mr. Mackintosh advocating in eflPect, however much he 
may deny it, the sinfulness of Christ's humanity. In 
another part of the same work from which I have quoted, 
we find him advancing another hypothesis respecting the 
human nature of our Lord, which has the appearance of 
being the opposite to that to which I have just been advert- 
ing. In his Notes on Leviticus^ he advances the theory, 
that Christ's humanity was of a heavenly nature. ^' The 
first Adam," he says, ^' even in his unfallen condition, was 
of the earth ; but the second man was, as to his manhood^ 
Hhe Lord from heaven.' " If the humanity of our Lord 
descended from heaven, then Christ had none of the sub- 
stance of the Virgin in Him, and, consequently, did not 
take upon Him our nature. According to Mr. Mackin- 
tosh's theory, Christ was only horn of the Virgin, not made 
of her. Whereas, it is the joy of every believer's heart to 
know, that our Lord as much partook of the Virgin's nature 
as any other son or daughter of Adam ever .partook of the 
nature of his or her maternal parent. The language of 
Scripture is as clear as any one could desire on this sub- 
ject. " God," we are told, ^' sent forth his son made of a 
woman." It is elsewhere said, '^ Inasmuch, then, as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood. He also Himself 
likewise took part of the same." There is no instance on 
record of anything consisting of flesh and blood, in oar 
view of the words, being in heaven, much less coming 
down fi'om heaven. It is due to Mr. Mackintosh to say, 
that he afterwards made an attempt to explain his words 
away, but that, finding they would admit of no other con- 
struction than that they taught the doctrine of Christ's 
heavenly humanity, he made a sort of retractation of 
what he had said; but this retractation was not only 
unsatisfactory at the time, but was rendered wholly worth- 
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less by his reiteration in other works, and in another 
form, of the same perilous heresy. I have not space to go 
into the question, and must, therefore, content myself by 
recommending to my readers the triumphant answer of 
my friend, the late Dr. Carson, of Coleraine, given in 
his Letters to the Coleraine Chronicle, on the subject. Dr. 
Carson's letters, I ought to mention, though originally 
published in an Irish provincial paper, have been repub- 
lished in a separate form, by Houlston and Wright, of 
Paternoster Row. 

Is there not something inexpressibly lamentable in the 
fact, that after, for many years, virulently and unjustly 
ascribing to Mr. Newton heretical doctrines respecting' 
the humanity of our Lord, to which I have been adverting, 
— Mr. Darby should now have himself fallen into the same 
errors, become their zealous advocate, and yet have made no 
reparation to Mr. Newton for the injustice he had done 
him — not even having expressed his regret for that in- 
justice ? Yet I am not sure whether the servile slaves of 
Mr. Darby be not in this matter more culpable than him- 
self They are, with the few exceptions who have come 
out from Darbyism, in consequence of their leader's fearful 
heresy with regard to the human nature of Christ, so 
entirely subjugated to Mr. Darby in their judgments and 
consciences, that they have not ventured — " dared" would, 
perhaps, be a better ^ord — to even whisper disapproval of 
tliis new and most dangerous doctrine relative to our 
Lord's humanity, — whereas, when Mr. Newton was 
supposed to have fallen into this error, they raised a howl 
against him, the unpleasant Reverberations of which, up 
till this very hour — after an interval of twenty years — 
are heard throughout th^ realms of Darbyism, as loud and 
as indignant as ever. The truth is, that the moment any 
one embr&ces Darbyism, he ceases to have any conscience 
or mind of his own : he must surrender both to his new 
master, because the la^tter will accept of nothing less. 

Curiosity will, no doubt, be felt to know in what way 
Mr. Darby received the remonstrances addressed to him 
with " regard to his heretical views of the , person of 
Christ," or how he met the arguments by which their 
unscriptural character was established. He had four 
favourite modes of dealing with those who ventured to 
dispute his views. The first was to call them all, col- 
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lectively and severally, his '^ enemies ; " the second was 

to retort upon them that they, not he, were unsound in 

the faith ; the third mode was to assert that they did " not 

understand him, some of them wilfully so ; " while the 

fourth was to load them with all manner of vituperation. 

Of abuse, Mr. Darby has always been a perfect master. 

To a pamphlet of Captain Hall, of Bristol, who had for 

many years been associated with him, but felt compelled 

by his heretical views of the person of Christ to withdraw 

from fellowship with him, — to that pamphlet entitled 

GAef ujpon Grief y in which Captain Hall exposes and 

condemns Mr. Darby's heresies respecting the humanity 

and sufferings of our Lord, — Mr. Darby replies, that 

" Captain Hall's doctrine is so fatally bad, that he (Mr. 

Darby) rejects it with horror, as a denial of the true 

sufferings of Christ." In regard to the abusive line, when 

he reverts to it, which he often does, the author of A Brief 

Notice of the New Edition of Mr. Darby* 8 Papers on the 

Sufferings of Christy quotes various specimens of the coarse 

epithets which succeed each other with a marvellous 

rapidity in his pages. Among the flowers of this kind 

of rhetoric which Mr, Darby presents to his readers, we 

meet with "low," " paltry," "miserable," "contemptible," 

and " false." But if he does not succeed in silencing by 

this means those whom he calls his enemies, Mr. Darby 

assumes an authoritative air, plays the part of Pope, 

practically claims his direct succession, in an ecclesiastical 

sense, from the Apostle Paul, and his right to exercise a 

supreme authority over them. In his preface to The 

Sufferings of Christy he writes in language which is largely 

confirmatory of this. He says : " I have to take my 

adversaries up, because they still carry on their warfare, 

and as Satan is using them for mischief, / liere^ declare I 

ivill not spare them, nor fail, with God's help, to make plain 

the tenets and doctrines which are at the bottom of all 

this." Whose spirit is this ? Not certainly the spirit of 

Christ. 

But to return to where I broke oflF. After the exhibition 
of Mr. Darby's sentiments respecting the atonement of 
Christ, no one, I am sure, will be surprised to learn that 
he has adopted views with respect to the resurrection of 
Christ, which virtually make the doctrine of the Cross of 
none effect. Without, in so many words, ignoring the 

D— 2 
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doctrine of the Cross, the Plymouth Brethren, under Mr. 
Darby's leadership, give such prominence to the doctrine 
of our Lord's resurrection, as to put the other into the 
background. One of their favourite phrases is that we 
have not to do with a dead Christ. In one sense that is 
true, but it is a most irreverential phrase. Unless Christ 
had risen, every believer knows that His death would have 
been in vain, and the whole human race would have 
perished in their sins. The doctrine of our JJjord's resur- 
rection is, therefore, a precious doctrine, in which every 
Christian rejoices, as he well may, with a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. But it must never be forgotten that, 
without Christ's death, there could have been no resur- 
rection. Each of these two great cardinal doctrines must 
ever occupy prominent places in all scriptural preaching 
and teaching ; and the aim of all the ministers of Christ's 
Gospel ought to be that they assign to them the relative 
place which they have in the New Testament. But the 
Plymouth Brethren do not practice that duty in their 
'' teaohings." The doctrine of the resurrection, it is true, 
pervades the Acts of the Apostles and the epistles, but it 
is clear, from these portions of the New Testament, that 
the doctrine of the Cross was that which formed the 
principal theme of the Apostolic ministrations. I could 
fill pages of this publication with quotations from the New 
Testament which prove that the doctrine of the Cross was 
the grand theme of the preaching of the first Christians, 
but space forbids. Nor is it necessary, with that remark- 
able portion of Scripture, present , to our minds, wherein 
Paul exclaims with an emphasis and a rapture which we 
can, in some measure, conceive, '^ God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the Cross t)f our Lord Jesus Christ." And 
the history of all missionary work, in the various parts of 
the world, as well as the progress of evangelical religion 
in our own country^ bear testimony to the fact, that to 
preach the doctrine of the Cross is the grand agency 
whereby souls can be saved. The doctrine of the Cross 
was explicitly and emphatically preached, in anticipation, 
by Isaiah, and, also, — though not quite so clearly, — by other 
Old Testament saints inspired by the Holy Ghost 
" Surely," says Jsaiah, the evangelical prophet, *' He hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrow : yet we did 
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
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He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him ; and with His stripes we are healed." John the 
Baptist, too, on the entrance of our Lord on his public 
ministry, proclaimed, by anticipation, as the grandest of 
all truths^ that Christ would die for the sins of mankind, 
and plainly intimated that it would be a form of death 
that would involve the shedding of His blood. " Behold," 
was his great theme, "the Lamb of God" — or the slain 
Lamb — "who taketh away the siiji of the world." 

But if the fact of the institution of our Lord's Supper 
were the only proof we have in the Word of Grod of the 
paramount importance which the death, or Cross, of 
Christ occupies in the scheme of redemption, that would 
suffice for the purpose. It was to commemorate our 
Lord's death till the end of time, that He established the 
ordinance of the Supper. The bread which is eaten, and 
the wine which is drank, symbolize His broken body and 
shed blood, — broken and shed, in His own words, for all 
who believe in Him. And, by the institution of His 
Supper, our Lord hath perpetuated by a special periodical 
remembrance of His death on the cross, among all classes 
of Christians, in the form of a collective public commemo- 
ration of His atoning sacrifice, — until that hour arrives 
when the Church militant on earth shall be absorbed in 
the Church triumphant in heaven. 

And the theology of heaven, if I may use the ex- 
pression, will be in accordance with the grand doctrine 
which the Plymouth Brethren are practically setting aside. 
TV hat will be the unending and rapture-inspiring song of 
the glorified saints in celestial realms ? Why, this : 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing." "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood.*' And who were they. who were 
seen by John, before the throne of God, arrayed in white 
robes ? Thev were those " who had come out of great 
tribulation, and had washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb." The grand doctrine of 
the crucifixion has thus a special prominence in the Word 
of God in both Testaments. It is the glorious doctrine 
that converts sinners, and, through the Holy Spirit's 
agency, sanctifies and comforts the souls of believers. 
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Let no one, therefore, into whose h^nds this work 
may in God's providence come, relax in the sh'ghtest 
degree his hold of that great truth. On the contrary, 
let us all cling to the doctrine of the Cross with an 
evergrowing tenacity of grasp. It is the truth of 
truths, — the most blessed and most important revela- 
tion which God hath been pleased, in His infinite mercy 
and condescension, to make of Jlis mind and will to 
mankind. 

I pass over various other errors entertained by the 
Darbyite class of Brethren, which, though of a most 
dangerous as well as unscriptural character, do not with 
equal urgency claim a notice at my hands, because they are 
not so prominently brought forward, either in the oral 
^* teachings" or writings of the . Brethren. But there is 
one of their doctrines which I regard as so vital that it 
appears to me it would, were it true, prove fatal to the 
whole scheme of man's redemption. 

The doctrine to which I allude is, that Christ's obedience 
to the law was not vicarious, — was no part of the work 
which he wrought out for those for whom he became 
Surety ; in other words, that believers are in nowise in- 
terested in our Lord's obedience. Until Mr. Darby ad- 
vanced this] astounding doctrine, I am not aware that the 
notion was ever before even hinted at. The Fathers, in the 
second, third, and fourth centuries, did entertain doctrines 
which were equally novel, astounding, and pernicious ; but 
I am not aware that any of their number ever dreamt of 
advancing the notion, that we had no interest whatever, 
directly or indirectly, in the obedience of our Lord when 
on earth. Yet there is not a single follower of Mr. 
Darby that does not unhesitatingly — I might almost say 
indignantly — repudiate the idea that our Lord obeyed for 
a single individual that ever lived, or now lives, or that 
will hereafter live, till the end of time. Were the Uarbyites 
right, the obedience, or the spotless life of Christ would, 
so far as relates to believers in Him, be no part of the 
work which His Father gave Him to do, and which He 
himself came to accomplish. This extraordinary notion in- 
volves an entire and lamentable misunderstanding of the 
whole scheme of man's redemption. The law demanded 
obedience to its requirements, just as inexorably as it 
exacted the infliction of penalties because of its violation. 
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And, therefore, it behoved Him, who became our Substi- 
tute, to render obedience on our behalf, as well as to suffer 
ill our stead the punishment to which we had, because of 
our violation of the law, rendered ourselves answerable. 

I regard the Substitutional obedience of our Lord to be 
so essential a part of the scheme of redemption, that with- 
out it His sufferings as our Surety would have been of 
no avail to a single soul, — ^just as Paul tells us, that without 
the resurrection of Christ, His death on the cross would 
have been in vain, and we had still remained in our sins. 
It has been in all ages* and in all countries, an essential 
part of the creed of evangelical Christendom, that Christ 
llvedj as well as died for us, — obeyed as well as suffered. 
And had we only that one text in the nineteenth verse of 
the fifth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, as the 
ground of our faith in our Lord's obedience for us, it would 
of itself suffice to establish the fact. *' For," says Paul, 
in the epistle in question, '' as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one" — 
namely, Christ — '' shall many" — all for whom He became a 
Substitute, to say nothing of their actual transgressions — 
"be made righteous." He had a righteousness to work 
out for us by perfect obedience, just as much as He had 
to die an expiatory death for our sins. Each was alike an 
obligation which JSe had deliberately come under, in the 
councils of eternity, when He said to His Father, *^ Lo ! I 
come ; I delight to do thy will, my God." It was no 
less a part of God's will — morally, indeed, an inevitable 
will — that a perfect obedience should be rendered to His 
law, than that a sacrifice should be offered for the guilt 
which the entire creation had contracted in the persons of 
our first parents. Christ's life, as well as His death, was 
essential for our salvation ; they were both an indispensable 
part of the work which He had to accomplish before a 
single soul could be saved. 

But as my space will not permit me to go fully into 
this subject, 1 would recommend those who would wish to 
examine it in all its bearings, to consult a small work, 
written by Dr. Tregelles, entitled Chiisty the End of the 
Law for llighteoxisness, which originally appeared in a series 
of five letters in the Record^ but have been republished in 
a separate and cheap form by Houlston and Wright, of 
Paternoster Eow. Dr. Tregelles, I need not say, is one 
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of the greatest biblical scholars of the age. He was, there- 
fore, just the man to go fully and satisfactorily into the 
subject. He has clone so in the publication I have named, 
and I should hold it to be impossible for any person of 
ordinary mental capacity, and possessing a judgment unin- 
fluenced by pre-conceived opinions, to resist his reasonings 
in favour of the great truth, — that the obedience of Christ 
on behalf of all for whom he became a Surety was abso- 
lutely necessary to our justification and salvation, and that, 
consequently, it constitutes an essential part of the work 
which Christ consummated on the cross, when He said, ^^It 
is finished ! " and bowed His head and gave up the ghost. 
Our Lord's obedience was, in one sense, as much a vicarious 
obedience, — as much a righteousness wrought out for our 
justification, as His sufierings in the garden of Gethsemane, 
and on Mount Calvary, were vicarious, in the sense of 
expiating our guilt. He lived no less than He died the just 
for the unjust that He might bring us to God. But there 
is one brief text of Scripture in the eighth verse of the 
second chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians which settles 
this point. We there read that our Lord, " being found 
in fashion as a man, humbled himself, and became obedient 
utito death, even the death oftlie cross.^^ Here the doctrine 
of the vicarious obedience of Christ is most explicitly stated. 
Was there no atonement, nothiug vicarious in that act of 
obedience, whereby He willingly went to the cross ? Had 
He not been a free agent, had He not acted spontaneously 
in His going to the cross, — had He been forced to it, — His 
death on the tree would have possessed no atoning efficacy 
whatever. The whole world must have for ever perished 
in their sins. It was — ^let the great truth be proclaimed 
throughout the world — it was the fact of Christ's being 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, that 
clothed the crucifixion of Christ with all its infinite efficacy 
in saving souls. 

It cannot fail to strike those who are acquainted with 
the hymnology which is used in all our evangelical con- 
gregations, that if the Plymouth Brethren doctrine, that 
Christ did not obey for us, — that, in other words, we are 
not interested in His obedience at all. There is much in pur 
most popular hymns which ought not to be sung, but should 
be expunged from om* songs of praise for the public 
worship of God. To expunge all the recognitions of our 
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Lord's life as an essential part of his justifying, righteous- 
ness would, indeed, subject many of them to a melancholy 
mutilation. It would, for instance — only to give two 
cases — necessitate the excision of the first verse of one of 
Wesley's most popular hymns. That verse is as follows : — 

** Jesus, Thou art my righteousness, 

For all my sins were Thine ; 
Thy death hath bought of God my peace, 
Thy life hath made Him mine." 

And so, with regard to the second verse of the hymn 
beginning with, " Jesus, thy Blood and Righteousness," 
assuredly one of the greatest favourites in the whole range 
of evangelical hymnology. One verse which, by the adop- 
tion of the Plymouth Brethren doctrine, that there was 
nothing vicarious in the life or obedience of our Lord, 
would have to be taken out of that surpassingly beautiful 
and blessed hymn would be this : — 

*' When from the dust of death I rise, 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
Even then, this shall be all my plea, 
Jesus hath livedo hath died for me." 

In connection with the Plymouth Brethren's rejection 
of the doctrine, — most surely believed by all evangelical 
denominations in every age of the Church's history — ;of the 
vicarious purpose of Christ's obedience, there is the equally 
unreserved rejection of another doctrine which the. great 
bulk of believers regard as one of vital importance. I 
allude to the doctrine of the imputed rigliteousness of 
Christ. Not contented with pronouncing this doctrine as 
entirely unscriptural, the Plymouth Brethren seem to 
regard it with a special aversion. They first of all deny 
that there is such an expression as *' the imputed righteous- 
ness of Christ " in any portion of the Scriptures. Nor 
do they rest satisfied even with that. They go farther 
still. They deny, with no less confidence, that even the 
phrase, " righteousness of Christ," is to befouud in the 
Word of God at all. They say we read of ^' the righteous- 
ness of God, but not of the righteousness of Christ." To 
ground their rejection of the doctrine of Christ's imputed 
righteousness, on the fact that the identical phrase does 
not occur in Scripture, if it can be proved that the senti* 
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ment which the phrase expresses is to be found, not once 
only, but many times, — is obviously at variance with the 
spirit which we should expect to find in a sincere inquirer 
after the truth . Even if the very words, ' * imputed righteous- 
ness of Christ," are not to be found in the Scriptures, there 
are various phrases which can admit of ho other meaning. 
There is one passage in the twenty-^fifth and twenty-sixth 
verses of the third chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
in which the idea is as plainly embodied as it could be 
were the very phraseology emploved. *' Whom," says 
Paul, meaning our Lord, " whom Uod hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in His bloody to declare His 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, / sai/, at this 
time His righteousness ; that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." Could any 
form of language more explicitly enunciate or emphatically 
affirm the great doctrine of justification through the impu- 
tation of the righteousness of Christ, or by placing that 
righteousness to the believer's account, — which is but 
another form of phraseology in setting forth the same 
truth ? But in the very next chapter of the same book, 
we^ have actually the very words, " imputeth righteous- 
ness." In the sixth verse of that chapter Paul says: 
" Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the 
man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works," Whose righteousness is it that, being thus 
imputed, brings forgiveness of sins and salvation? It 
must be a peri'ect righteousness ; because no other could 
have such wondrous effects. And it must be a Divine 
righteousness, because none other can be perfect. The 
righteousness, either of the Father or of the iSon, is tlie 
cnly righteousness which can here be referred to. It 
cannot be the righteousness of the Father, because He 
never came to our world as our Substitute, nor, indeed, 
in a personal capacity. The righteousness, therefore, 
of which the Apostle speaks as being imputed to the 
believer in Christ, must necessarily be the righteousness 
of our Lord and Saviour. In the eleventh verse of the 
same chapter, the Apostle repeats the expression of imputed 
righteousness. His words are, speaking of them that 
believe, "that ri|;hteousness might be imputed t6 them 
also." This can only refer to the imputation of Christ's 
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righteousness'; for tliere is no other righteousness than 
the righteousness of God and the righteousness of Christ, 
and it is i^lways through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
that sinners are spoken of as being .saved. Jesus is " the 
Lord our x'ighteousness ; " '^Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one that believeth." We are 
described as accepted through the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul desired to be found 
in Christ, not having his own righteousness, which was of 
the law, and consequently no righteousness at all in the 
sight of God, but to be clothed with the righteousness 
which is through the faith of Christ, — that is, faith in or 
the possession of the righteousness of our Lord and 
Saviour. But I must not extend the list of citations in 
proof of the doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness. I 
will only add two more. To the Corinthians Paul says : 
'•' But of Him are we in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom and righteousness^ and sanctification, and 
redemption." The expression, *' made unto us righteous- 
ness," is in substance the same as if Paul had said to the 
Corinthians, ** Christ's righteousness is imputed to you. 
His righteousness becomes yours in the sense of your 
being justified by it." Peter, in the first verse of the first 
chapter of his second epistle, thus speaks : *^ Simon Peter, 
a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteous- 
ness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Dr. Alford, in 
addition to Dr. Tregelles, and indeed all our most eminent 
Biblical scholars, express their most decided opinion that 
the verse I have quoted from Peter most emphatically 
inculcates the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of 
Christ as the way of the sinner's justification. 

As the subject is one of inconceivable importance, and 
inexpressibly precious to the people of God, I could wish to 
have gone more fully into it, but the limits within which 
I must confine myself forbid my adverting to it at greater 
length. I regret this, however, all the less, because in 
addition to Dr. Tregelles's Five Letters on the subject before 
mentioned, the Rev. John Cox, formerly of Ipswich, has 
republished through Messrs. Nisbet, at the moderate price 
of threepence, a treatise by Jolm Bunyan, under the head- 
ing Of Justification as an Imputed Righteousness ^ which is 
probably the ablest and most satisfactory work which ever 
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has been written on the subject. To this republication of a 
work by the author of ' ' The Pilgrim's Progress, " Mr. Cox has 
appended an effectual refutation of the errors on the question , 
which are contained in a pamphlet entitled, Justification 
in the Risen Christ The writer, though in accordance 
with the usages of the Plymouth Brethren, he only signs 
his pamphlet ^^C. S.," yet it is no secret among the 
Brethren that he is Mr. Charles Stanley, one of the most 
zealous of the Darby party, and the chief, indeed almost 
the sole "teacher,' of a "gathering" at SheflSeld. 
Amongst numerous other deadly errors which this 
pamphlet advocates, and with which Mr. Cox effec- 
tually deals, is that of the non-imputation of the right- 
eousness of Christ for the justification of believers in 
Him. 

With the deadly heresies entertained and taught by the 
Plymouth Brethren, in relation to some of the most 
momentous of all the doctrines of the Gospel, and to 
which I have adverted at some length, I feel assured that 
ray readers will not be surprised at any other views, how- 
ever unscriptural and pernicious they may be, which the 
Darbyites have embraced and zealously seek to propagate. 
Among these, is the doctrine that the moral law is a thing 
with which believers in Christ have nothing to do, not 
even as a rule of life. This doctrine pervades the writings 
of the Darbyites, as well as their oral " teaching." Mr. 
Stanley, of Sheffield, who, as I have before mentioned, is 
one of their most admired ministers, is, in the small 
pamphlet Justification in the Risen Christy to which I have 
already alluded, as explicit on the point as it were possible 
for any one to be. " I do not," he says, in one place, 
" find the law ever presented as the rule of life or walk to 
the risen child of God." But he is most sevei'e in his 
condemnation of the doctrine which affirms that believers 
in Christ are boimd to obey the moral law as a rule 
of life. In another part of his publication he denounces 
those " Protestants " who preach it. " Many Protes- 
tants," he says, " preach the law for righteousness, put the 
same person under it for righteousness as a rule of life, 
and show to them all that Christ is dead in vain." This 
looks something like a misrepresentation ; or, if not that, 
it certainly is a statement which is the result of a grievous 
misconception. No real Protestant ever could fall inter 
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SO flagrant and fttal an error as to '^ preach the law for 
righteousness." That would be practically preaching 
obedience to the law as a means of salvation. The idea is 
so glaringly at variance with the fact, that it does not re- 
quire a denial, much less disproof. Every saint of God 
knows as well as he knows any truth in the Scriptures — 
and he has the testimony of his own conscience in con- 
currence with that of God's Word — ^that by the works of 
the law no flesh shall be justified, and that no sinner 
ever was, or ever will be justified but by faith in 
the finished work of Christ, — finished alike as regards 
His perfect obedience to the law for us, and His atoning 
sacrifice on the Cross. He Himself in opposition to 
the Darbyite doctrine of " Justification in a Risen Christ," 
cried with a loud voice, just as He was expiring on the 
Cross — a voice which has already been heard throughout 
a large portion of the world, and will ere long be heard in 
every part of the earth where there is a single sinner to be 
saved, — " It " — man's redemption — *' is finished." The 
doctrine that the saints of God are not under the law, as a 
rule of life, is, it is true, no new doctrine. It is natural to 
the human heart, — just as we know that the wish with 
many that there were no God, is transformed into a belief 
that there is no God, — to persuade itself that men are under 
no moral obligations whatever ; but that they may do as they 
list ; that would be a very pleasant state of things for our 
corrupt nature. This, therefore, is one of the Darbyite 
doctrines which is eminently adapted to be popular, and 
its universal adoption by that section of the Plymouth 
Brethren, satisfactorily accounts for various things which 
we see among them. It is not my purpose to expend any- 
thing in the shape of argument with the view of proving 
that the notion in question is entirely at variance with the 
Scriptures ; nor of showing that it is irreconcilable with 
the character of God. I simply content myself with the 
statement that this Antinomian doctrine is held, without 
exception so far as I know, by the disciples of Mr. Darby. 
I feel that I have done my duty in stating that it is an 
essential portion of the Darbyite creed that we — probably 
I should rather say they — have nothing to do with the 
moral law, even as a rule of life, but are immeasurably 
above it, — that it is beneath our feet. It is strange 
under what varied forms Antinomianism will insinuate 
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itself among those of us who make the greatest preten- 
sions to the highest degree of spirituality. 

The Plymouth Brethren also maintain that we have 
nothing to do with the Lord's Prayer ; and no considera- 
tion in the world would prevail on a well-instructed 
Darbvite to use it. To pray, indeed, in the words which 
our Ijord taught His disciples to use, they would consider 
a sin of no common maornitude. This statement will 
astound those to whom the fact is new, as it did me when 
I was first made acquainted with it. They will think, as I 
thought, that there is something revolting in the idea that 
any one professing to be a follower of Christ should abso- 
lutely, deliberately, and persistently refuse to do that 
which his Lord had commanded him to do. Yet so it is. 
The Plymouth Brethren openly and systematically refuse 
to say the Lord's Prayer. On what grounds ? will be the 
natural question. They assign two reasons for their re- 
fusal to say, " Our Father which art in heaven, &c." The 
first is that Christ intended it only for the Jews, and for 
His disciples in their capacity pf JeVs. They contend 
that it was never intended for His disciples as Christians. 
Believers in Christ, they say, have nothing to do with 
Judaism in any form in which it presents itself in the 
New Testament, any more than we have to do with it in 
the forms in which it appeared under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion. On the same grounds, as I shall show more fully 
hereafler, the Plymouth Brethren reject a very large por- 
tion of the New Testament. With regard to the other 
reason they assign for not using the- Lord's Prayer, it is 
that to do so would be to ask for the pardon of our sins, 
whereas we have got that already,^ every saint of God 
being fully, freely, and finally forgiven when he first 
believed. We, who are not Plymouth Brethren, can as cor- 
diall}'' assent as they, to the Scriptural doctrine of our 
having received a full and free forgiveness of our sins, so 
far as relates to our ultimate and eternal salvation, when 
we first believed. But we have not so learned the Divine 
scheme of man's redemption, as to assume that men do 
not sin after they have been converted, and consequently 
do not, according to the Darbyite theology, require any 
renewal of that remission of their sins which they received 
on the day on which they first believed in Christ. I can, 
so far as this notion is concerned, discern no trace of 
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Plymouth Brethrenism either in the Old or the New Tes- 
tament. I find, on the contrary, that all the most eminent 
saints, previous to the riiission of Christ into our world, 
had so clear a sight and deep a sense of their sins, that 
they continued, so long as they sojourned here on earth, 
to pour out their whole souls in their importunities for the 
renewed forgiveness of their sins. The man according to 
God's own ieart was remarkable for the frequency and the 
urgency of his prayers for the renewed pardon of his sins. 
Why, his fifty-first psalm — commonly called the peniten- 
tial psalm — ought of itself to make the Plymouth Brethren 
to lie low in the dust, that ever they should have made it 
a part of their creed, that, because believers are pardoned 
at the time of their conversion, they never again can have 
occasion to ask for the Divine forgiveness. But, putting 
such considerations aside, is it not awful to think that 
a body of Christians professing, which the Plymouth 
Brethren do, to have attained to a greater amount of 
spiritual light than any other denomination, should — may 
I not say dare to — deliberately inculcate disobedience to 
the express command of our Lord, when He said to His 
disciples on earth, " When ye pray, say. Our Father 
which art in heaven," &c. ? It might surely have been 
supposed that Christ's express command to pray, in a 
given form, would not have been pronounced a sinful act. 
One hardly knows in what way to deal with persons who 
could thus practically set up their own authority as su- 
perior to that of Christ Himself, as to what the duties of 
believers are. 

And as the Plymouth Brethren will not use the Lord's 
Prayer because it contains the expression '^ forgive us our 
trespasses," so they make no confession of their sins, in 
the sense in which the words are usually understood. In 
acting thus, they are, at least, entitled to the credit of 
consistency. If one has no sins to be pardoned, it logi- 
cally follows that he can have none to confess. The 
- Brethren will, it is true, admit in general terms that we 
are all '^ poor weak creatures," but when they do so, they 
attach no definite meaning to the phraseology. It was 
but a few weeks ago that I had some conversation on this 
very point with one of the most intellectual and spiritually 
minded lady members of the Darbyite party. In answer 
to my statement that the Brethren did not make any con- 



64 THE HISTORY AND HERESIES OF 

fession of sin, she said, ^^ Where is the use of alwa3's 
looking at, or confessing, our sins, when we have Christ 
to look to ? " If indeed, we had not Christ to look to, 
there would be no " nse in looking at and confessing our 
sins," but it being our mercy to have Christ to* look to, 
we shall all the more clearly discern His preciousness the 
deeper our sense of our sins and our sinfulness. And 
unless we have vivid perceptions of the greatness of our 
guilt, we shall never sufficiently appreciate the merits of 
the Saviour, to induce us to lay hold of his finished work 
for our salvation. Job and Moses, and David and Isaiah, 
and Jeremiah, and all the most eminent Old Testament 
saints of whom we read, had views on this point which 
were the opposite of those of the Plymouth Brethren, as 
is abundantly testified by the frequency and depth of their 
confessions of sin. Job could say, " Behold ! I am vile, I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." And David 
had such a sight and sense of his sin that his Psalms are 
full to overflowing with heartfelt confessions of them. 
" Mine iniquities," he says, in one place, " have taken hold 
on me, so that I am unable to look up ; they are more 
than the hairs of my head ; therefore my heart faileth 
me." In another place we hear him saying in his address 
to the throne of grace, " I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions, and my sin is ever before me." No Plymouth 
Brother would adopt thi^ language of either Job or 
David. Nor is that of Isaiah ever heard in their assem- 
blies, as applicable to those who compose them, when he 
says : — " Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a 
man of unclean lips." Neither did Paul's sentiments 
£iccord,in relation to this point, with those of Mr. Darbj- 
and his disciples. Paul could say from the depths of his 
soul, under the overwhelming sense which he had of his guilt 
in the sight of God, notwithstanding the abundance of 
grace given him : " I see another law in my members, . 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the ^aw of sin, which is in my members. 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this sin and death? " I cannot doubt that if 
the question Were put to Plymouth Brethren they would 
admit that Paul was at least as good a Christian as any of 
themselves. And yet no one ever heard a Darbyite em- 
ploying this language as being applicable to himself. 
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But I must not pursue this phase of the Plymouth 
Brethren question at greater lengtli. I could mention 
many other notions which they entertain, wholly different 
from those which are held by all other evangelical denomi- 
nations. I must, however, content myself with one more 
instance. The Plymouth Brethren regard it as a great 
sin to pray for the descent of the Holy Spirit, and accord- 
ingly no prayer is ever heard in their " gatherings," that 
God woidd be pleased to send down the Holy Spirit into 
their assemblies. Neither do they in their private devotions 
ask God to give them the Holy Spirit. Their reason is 
this, — they say that they have got the Holy Spirit already, 
and therefore have no need to ask for Him. So strongly 
do the Brethren feel on this point, that I am acquainted 
with a case in which a most spiritually-minded man, having 
been engaged in leading the devotions in a private cfrcle 
of believers, and happening to make it one of his petitions 
that God would be graciously pleased to send down the 
Holy Spirit npon them, one of the worshippers, a lady of 
high social position, audibly cried out, while all were on 
their knees, "No, no; we've got that already." The 
Psalmist viewed this matter in a different light from the 
Plymouth Brethren. He prayed that God's Holy Spirit 
might not be taken from him, — which implies, that it 
might, and if so, that it is proper to pray for the Holy 
Spirit being given again. The very fact of praying for 
the return of the Holy Spirit, is in fact praying for the 
Holy Spirit. But a greater than David has given 
US His authority for praying for the Holy Spirit. Our 
Lord said, on a well-known occasion to His disciples, 
*^ If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." 
But if the Plymouth Brethren disregard the authority 
of Christ in this matter, and will not ask for the 
Holy Spirit, let it be the joy and rejoicing of our 
hearts who have been taught a more excellent way, to 
know, that we are acting in accordance with Christ's 
clearly revealed will when we pray for the Holy Spirit. 
And not only so, but that we have the surest ground to 
expect that He will answer our prayer, for we have the 
Lord's gracious assurance that our heavenly Father " will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." 



6g the history and heresies of 



CHAPTER FOURTH. 

THE MODE OP MAKING PROSELYTES RESORTED TO 

BY THE DARBYITES. 

Let me then first of all mention that, though as I have 
before stated, their numbers in London and the suburbs do 
not exceed 1,600, and their numbers throughout Great 
Britain are not more than 5,000, they aye so very active 
in their endeavours to make proselytes, and are so con- 
» tinually involved in controversies and quarrels among 
themselves, that they are more frequently before the public 
than sects of -Christians who are more numerous. Take 
the sect called Bible Christians, for example. Their num- 
bers in this country exceed 20,000, if indeed they be 
not considerably more, and yet for once that the words 
Bible Christians meet the eye, we see those of the Plymouth 
Brethren half-a-dozen times. The Plymouth Brethren, 
meaning the Darby section, are indeed at once the most 
active and most noisy sect of which we have any record 
in the annals of Christianity. And yet they have no 
missionary institutions, no organized propaganda of any 
kind ; but what, I have no doubt, they find answer their 
purpose much better, — they have their individual aggres- 
sive agents. They are first' rate tacticians. They have an 
intuitive perception as to who " amongst those who are 
without," to whom they have access, are likely to make 
the best " Brothers "or *' Sisters," and that conclusion 
come to, all their appliances are brought to bear upon 
them. And they are singularly ingenious as to the way 
in which they go about the work .of proselytizing. 
But before I proceed farther, I ought to remark that, 
with very few exceptions, the women are the great pro- 
pagandists of Plymouth Brethrenism. And, as a natural 
consequence, women are almost invariably the parties 
whom they seek to *' convert." They are wise enough in 
their generation to know that if a man's wife is got 
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over, she will give her husband no rest, nor take any her- 
self, until she has dhne all that can be done to prevail on 
him to, join the ^^ gathering " along with her. Of course, 
it will be understood, that I do not mean it to be inferred 
that there are no exceptions to this, but I do say — and I 
speak with no small knowledge of the philosophy and 
history of Plymouth Brethrenism — that the exceptions are 
rare indeed. In fact, I will go so far as to affirm that it 
would be almost incompatible with Plymouth '^ Sister- 
dom " not to be a zealous and unwearied labourer 
in the field of proselytism. It is as true of them as a 
body as it was of those women to whom Paul in his 
Second Epistle to Timothy alludes, when he repre- 
sents them as creeping into houses. They are so many 
female Jesuits, both in regard to their aims, and 
the manner in which they seek to accomplish their ,aims. 
No regularly trained Popish Jesuit could do his work 
more zealously or more craftily. In fact, much of theft 
course of action is copied from the disciples of Loyola. 
Their favourite plan is to single out the best members of 
other evangelical churches, and endeavour to get them 
over ; and when they have succeeded in inoculating them 
with Brethrenism, they are advised not at once to leave 
the Church of which they are members, but to remain for 
a time, in the hope of being able to convince others of the 
error of their ways in '^sitting under such teachers." 
The new convert to Darbyism is carefully instructed as to 
the way in which he or she is to proceed. They are not 
to seem to obtrude their denominational views on those 
at whose '^conversion" they aim, but to appear deeply 
grieved that so few "excellent Christians" see, because 
they have never been taught by their ministers, the whole 
truth; and that this is all the more to be deplored, be- 
cause if they — the parties addressed — saw the truth in all 
its fulness and blessedness, *'they would be able to teach 
others also." 

Of course, in many cases this ingenious mode of propa- 
gating Plymouth Brethrenism fails, but in other cases it 
succeeds. And the proselyte, fired with a zeal — which is 
j)roverbial in new converts — to bring others to embrace 
the views which he or she has just adopted, applies himself 
or herself at once to the task of brintjino* over others to 
the new fold 'whicU he or she has just entered. The new 
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^^ Sister " commences with certain stereotyped phrases, in 
endeavouring to proselytize the party aimed at, by re- 
marking that the pastor of the particular congregation is 
a good man— a very excellent man, according to the 
amount of his knowledge of the truth — but that he is not 
sufficiently taught of the Spirit on certain important points 
of doctrine. His deficiencies are specifically pointed out. 
On the next Sunday, the device is to say to the party 
whose conversion to Brethrenism is sought to be accom- 
plished, something to this effect: — "That was, in some 
points, a very good sermon of Mr. Smith's yesterday 
morning, but there was something wanting. At any rate 
I was not fed. Mr. Smith has not got the same clear views 
of truth which Brother Black, at the gathering at Blank 
Street, has. I should like you to liear him a few times." 
The ether agrees ; and the chances are that in a month or 
so she comes out a full-fledged Darbyite, accompanied by 
expressions of wonder that she should have been so blinded 
as not sooner to have seen such important truths, mingled 
with thanksgivings at being now mercifully brought into 
the light of the glorious Gospel, — as, of course, under- 
stood and taught by Mr. Darby. And, while the process 
of prpselytism is going on, the kindest words are spoken, 
and the most winning manners practised, on the part of 
the domestic missionary. A minister of the Gospel, who 
knows from painful experience what these proselytizers 
are, assures me that he was personally cognizant of ono 
instance in which a Plymouth " Sister," in her anxiety to 
make another *' Sister," spoke to her within a few minutes 
of their meeting, though they had never seen or heard of 
each other before, in terms of endearment as strong and as 
frequently employed as if they had been sisters in the 
flesh. " Oh, yes, my dear sister ; " " Oh, no, my dearest 
sister," were phrases spoken in the most tender tones, and 
were among the weapon^ which were liberally employed 
with the view of ensuring another recruit to the Darbyite 
army. 

What I have said will give some idea of the stereo- 
typed way in which the Plymouth Brethren proceed to 
work in their mission of seeking to make proselytes to 
Darbyism. Other plans, varying according to circum- 
stances, are resorted to. No one outside their circle can 
have any idea of the zeal and ingenuity which they display 
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in their endeavours to bring other Christians over to 
Darbyism. The words of our Lord may, in a. sense, be 
applied to them : — ** They would compass sea and land 
to make one proselyte." That one object consecrates every 
expedient to which they resort, no matter what the expe- 
dient may be, to accomplish the object. They may not be 
able to deny that a particular person is an eminent Chris- 
tian, but still the party is not a Darbyite, and that is 
enough to justify whatever means they may have recourse 
to to bring the particular party within the fold of 
Brethrenism. 

It matters not to them that, by going into churches or 
chapels in this wa}'', in parts of the country where the 
minister, owing to the smallness of the number of his 
congregation, has the greatest difficulty imaginable to 
continue to maintain the Christian ministry. That does 
not cause them the slightest compunction, even though he 
may be a man eminent for his personal piety and his - 
devotedness to the cause of Christ. The minister, with 
his wife and family, may be thrown destitute on the 
world. The minister's heart may even be broken, still 
that will not cause them to experience a momentary pang. 
No amount, indeed, of misery they may have brought on 
God's faithful ministering servant and family, will give 
them even a moment's uneasiness. On the contrary, they 
will rejoice at the ruin they have wrought in breaking up 
a church, because believing they are thereby doing God 
service. Many a provincial minister's heart have they 
literally broken, while hundreds others have been made 
miserable for life by the dissensions which these " troublers 
in Israel " have occasioned in their churches, and the dis- 
satisfaction they have caused in the minds of many mem- 
bers who have not left, with the same kind of preaching 
to which they had for years before listened with pleasure 
and profit. 

A Congregational minister in the country writes to me 
on this matter as follows : — " What the Plymouth Brethren 
have done in country towns, no one but those who are 
intimate with the life of country churches can tell. There 
is no Congregational minister, either Baptist or Independ- 
ent, who is not ready to denounce them as the greatest 
troublers of the peace of Israel, since the days of Ahab. 
Much in these days is said about the JesuUsi but the Ply- 
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mouth Bretliren will compare with them, both in respect 
to stealthy slyness and persistent effort to make converts. 
There are always in every cliurch a, few disaffected spirits, 
who only need the voice of the tempter to make them can- 
tankerous. These are so much tinder to 'the spark of the 
Plymouth Brethren's tongue of fire, and straightway w^e 
have the following results : — The minister does not ])reach 
the Gospel — the poor people are perishing for lack of food 
— another minister in the town cannot give it them ; only 
let us get away from all this and have no church, but just 
read the Bible for ourselves. A division ensues, and soon, 
instead of reading the Bible for themselves, one man gets 
the whole thing into his own hands, and another church is 
formed, virtually, where there was to be no church and no 
minister." 

This witness is true, and his testimony will be endorsed 
by hundreds of other ministers of the Gospel in the country, 
all like him, speaking from what they have seen and known 
and felt. 

The energy and activity which the Plymouth Brethren 
thus display in seeking to make " converts," a term which 
they prefer to that of " proselytes," are not spent among 
the unconverted, but exclusively, as may be inferred from 
what I have already stated, among those who have been, as 
far as men can judge, converted already. It is not to bring 
sinners to Christ, that they labour with unwearied zeal, 
but to bring believers in Him into fellowship with the 
Plymouth Brethren. It is not to make men and women 
Christians, in the saving sense of the word, but to trans- 
form Christians into Darbyites, whereby they believe that 
they will make them much better Christians than they were 
before, no matter to what denomination they may have 
formerly belonged. And when the work of initiation into 
the peculiarities of Darbyism by personal intercourse has 
been done, tracts are put into the '' convert's," or half- 
convert's hands, with a special solicitation that he or she will 
carefully and prayerfully peruse them. And here I ought 
to state, that the quantity of tracts printed and circulated 
by the Plymouth Brethren is incredibly great. They are 
in all forms and sizes, and embrace every ingenious mode 
that could be imagined, for bringing the peculiarities of 
Plymouth Brethren fully before the minds of those to 
whom the tracts are given. So great is the number of 
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tracts thus put into circulation by the Brethren, that they 
have six or seven small booksellers in London who chiefly 
live by the Plymouth tracts which they sell. This, indeed, 
is one of the chief instrumentalities of the Darbyites in 
the work of proselytizing. It is a speciality, I ought to 
mention, in all the publications of the Plymouth Brethren, 
not to give the name of the writer on the title-page, or in 
any other part of the publication, but simply the initials. 
The reason they assign for this is, that men, as men, ought 
to receive no credit, nor obtain any reputation for what 
they write. It should be brought before those into whose * 
hands their publications may come, not as the teaching of 
particular men, but as the teaching of the Holy Ghost. 
Then why give the initials of the writers, when the whole 
of the Brethren know as well whose initials they respec- 
tively are, as if the names were given at length ? There 
is not a single person, in the entire range of the Brother- 
hood who does not know that the initials ^' J. N. D." mean 
Mr. Darby; those of " W. K." Mr. Kelly, of Guernsey; 
and " C. H. M." Mr. Mackintosh, of Bristol. 

With regard to those Plymouth Brethren, missionaries 
of mischief, who are so zealous and assiduous in seeking to 
decoy away the best members from other churches, I ought 
to mention that they have earned for themselves the desig- 
nation of " Sheep-stealers." It is the general belief among 
those who are acquainted with the rise and progress of 
Brethrenism, that the term was originally applied to them. 
This is a mistake. It had its origin full forty years ago — 
which was some years before the name Plymouth Brethren 
was known — in the fact that a devoted clergyman of the 
Church of England, of the name of Shepherd, had a large 
and unusually spiritual congregation in the neighbourhood 
of London, and that a Dissenting chapel being built close 
to his church, the Congregational minister and a certain 
number of his friends, set to work at once and with 
vigour, to prevail on the better class of the church mem- 
bers to leave the church and become Congregatioiialists. 
As might be expected, some degree of success' attended the 
efforts of the rival minister ; and a gentleman fond of a 
joke, and seeing the temptation to what was deemed a good 
one, in consequence of Mr. Shepherd's name, went up to 
the clergyman on one occasion and said condolingly, " Mr. 
Shepherdy 1 am sorry to see that your new Dissenting 
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neighbours are carrying oS your Jlock from you." '^ Yes," 
was his answer, " they are regular ^/i^-sp-stealers." As 
this was so eminently true a few years afterwards of the 
Plymouth Brethren, it was thought that no designation 
could be more appropriate in relation to them than that of 
" Sheep-stealers." They have been ever since, and are now 
accordingly called ^' Sheep-stealers," because they not only 
carry off as many as they can of the shepherd's flock, but 
take care to carry off the best sheep, — the best members of 
the churches from which they steal. 
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CHAPTER FIFTH. 

THE HYMN BOOK OF THE DARBY SECTION OF THE 

PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. 

The two sections of the Plymouth Brethren have each of 
tliem their own hymn books, and the Bethesda party have 
a great variety of hymn books. But there is one chiefly 
compiled by Mr. Darby himself, which is the standard one 
in his section of the Brethren. Its title is, ^^A Few- 
Hymns and some Spiritual Songs, selected 1856, for the 
Little Flock." It is called a selection, but it is not wholly 
so. Mr. Darby himself has contributed some of the hymns, 
and so have several others of his section of tlie Brethren. 
With regard to those hymns which have been selected, 
they are all, or nearly all, chosen from the most popular 
and most evangelical of our hymnologists, but unfortunately 
they are so mangled, that a greater or less number of 
verses would not be known to have been the offspring of 
the Christian poets who penned them. I will here subjoin 
a few of the numerous instances in which the Darbyite 
Brethren, in compiling their hymn book, have so remorse- 
lessly mutilated the very hymns which the whole of 
Evangelical Chrifitendom concur in admiring the most for 
their spirituality, their doctrinal soundness of sentiment, 
and the beauty and accuracy of their language. To such 
an extent, indeed, has this process been carried, that there 
are instances in which almost every verse has been more 
or less mangled. This is true, with the exception of one 
verse, of the five verses of which Watts's beautiful hymn 
consists, beginning with the line 

■ 

*' Come, let us join our cheerful songs." 

The first verse, as Watts wrote it, and as I believe it is 
given in all our other hymn books, reads thus : — 

'* Come, let us join our cheerful songs, 
With angels round the throne ; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
3ut all their joys are one." 
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It might have been thought that this beautiful and 
Scriptural verse could not have been easily, nor at all, 
improved. The Plymouth Brethren, who belong to the 
Darby party in that divided denomination, have, however, 
thought otherwise. They have, in their own estimation, 
mended it much. They sing it thus : — 

** Come, let us join our cheerful songs, 
And thus approach the throne ; 
Had we ten thousand thousand tongues, 
A theme of joys hut one.^^ 

Dr. TVatts wrote the second verse in the following 
words : — 

** Worthy the Lamb that died," they cry, 

" To be exalted thus ! " 
** Worthy the Lamb," our lips reply, 

" For he was slain for us." 

According to Mr. Darby — for we believe the hymn was 
mangled, if not by his own hands, under his direction — 
Dr. Watts ought to have written as follows :— r 

** Worthy the Lamb that^s gone on high — 
To be exalted thus ; 
Worthy the Lamb that died (we cry), 
For he was slain for us." 

It will be seen that not only the language, but the sense, 

of tliis hymn of Dr. Watts is entirely altered. The ^ 

beautiful and delightful idea in the beginning of the hymn, 

that the saints on earth should join their " cheerful songs " 

with those of the angels in Heaven, in ascriptions of praise 

and glory to God and the Lamb, is -wholly excluded from 

the Darbyite version of the hymn. The Plymouth Brethren, 

when they sing this song, ignore entirely the existence of 

angels in Heaven, in so far as relates to their singing the - a 

praises of the Lamb. They even do not in this instance I 

recognise the praises of the Lamb as sung by the glorified j 

saints in Heaven. The appeal that the Darby hymn book 1 

makes to '' join their cheerful songs " is made only to those ■ ' 

who are the saints on earth. The beauty and blessedness 

of the hymn as it came from the pen of Dr. Watts arc 

thus wholly lost ; for nothing could be more sweet to the 

believer's hope in his militant state, than to feel that he can 

join not only the Church triumphant, but with angels, and 

they with him, in singing now, as they will do through all 

eternity, the glorious song, " Worthy is the Lamb that 
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died," while the saints on earth and saints in heaven can 
acid the blessed words, '' Who was slain for ns." But so 
far as the Plymouth Brethren's version of the hymn is 
concerned, no one would know that such beings as angels 
existed, much less, as I have already remarked, that they 
'will through all eternity unite with the glorified saints in 
ascribing all honour and power and glory to the Lamb 
that was slain. 

Dr. Watts wrote the fourth verse of the hymn in 
question in these words : — 

** Let all that dwell above the sky, 
And air, and earth, and seas, 
Conspire to lift Thy glories high, 
And speak Thine endless praise." 

This %'erse, as '' amended " by the Plymouth Brethren, 
is made to read in the following terms : — 

" Soon shall the mints exalted high, 
A glorious anthem raise; 
And all that dwell beneath the skg, 
Speak forth Thine endless praise." 

AVhile th(3 language of this verse of the hymn in 
question is so entirely unlike to the original that, were 
Dr. Watts alive, he could never have imagined it wag in- 
tended to be passed off as his, — the doctrine is no less 
different from that which he wishes to inculcate. Watts 
simply breathed an aspiration or wish that all creation, 
whether in Heaven above or in the earth beneath, might 
unite in giving ascriptions of praise, honour, and power, 
to God and to the Lamb, because of their jinfinite glory ; 
but the Plymouth Brother who manipulated this hymn of' 
Dr. Watts, converts his aspiration into a positive assertion 
that '' soon all that dwell beneath the sky " shall ^^ speak 
forth the endless praise " of God and the Lamb. This 
will never be. Fallen angels who have perished in their 
sins are now, and ever will be, "beneath the sky." 
Yet they will never join with holy angels, or the spirits of 
the just made perfect in Heaven, or the saints on earth, 
in giving glory to God and the Lamb. ^ Neither will the 
day ever come when the assertion contained in the Ply- 
mouth Brethren version of the verse in question, that all 
that dwell on earth in relation to mankind, will " speak 
forth the endless praise " of God and the Lamb. Even 
those who believe in the personal reign of Christ in this 
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world, admit that there will be vast multitudes whom the 
personal presence of the Lord will not convert. And we 
all know that when Christ comes to judgment He will, 
even according to the views of Millenarians, scarcely find 
faith on the earth ; but, on the contrary, He will find it 
sunk more deeply in the depths of depravity, than at any 
previous period of the world's history. The assertion, 
therefore, which the Plymouth Brethren make in this 
hymn of Watts's, which they have so terribly tortured, 
as to make it say, that " All that dwell beneath the sky " 
shall " speak forth the endless praise " of God and the 
Lamb, — is utterly at variance with the teachings of the 
Scriptures. 

The well-known and much admired hymn of Count 
Zinzendorf, the Grerman hymnologist, as translated by 
John Wesley, and beginning with — 

" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness," 

is another of our Evangelical and beautiful hymns on 
which the Plymouth Brethren have laid violent hands. 
This hymn appears in all our spiritual songs, so far as I 
am aware. The first verse reads thus : — 

*' Jesus, Tliy blood and righteousness ^ 

My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 
'JVIidst flaming worlds, in these array'd. 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

In the Darby Plymouth Brethren hymn book, '' Songs, 

Selected," the " amendment " is made which the italics will 

indicate : — 

" JesiL% the Lord^ our i'igJiteotisiiess, 
Our beauty, Thou, our glorious dress ; 
'JVIidst flaming worlds, in this array'd, 
With joy shall we lift up the head." 

It will be observed that it is here assumed that all 
the Plymouth Brethren who sing this verse are satisfied 
th$it they are believers in Christ, and consequently entitled 
to sing it. That, I fear, is an assumption which even in 
the judgment of charity one would not be justified in 
making. When put, as the German author, and John 
Wesley, the translator, put it, in the singular, instead of, 
as here, in the plural, the case is different. Any one 
doubting whether he can employ the language need not 
sing it ; but as the verse appears in the Plymouth Brethren 
Hymn Book all are assumed to. be in such a state of grace 
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that none need hesitate to join with the others in their 
" gatherings " in singing the verse. 

The second verse, as written by the author, is omitted 
altogether. It is as follows : — 

" When from the dust of death I rise, 
To take my mansion in the skies, 
E'en then shall this be all my plea : 
* Jesus hath lived and died for me.' " 

It will surprise all those who are unacquainted with the 
peculiar views of the Brethren, because there are few 
verses of any of our hymns which are more precious than 
this to all other believers in Christ, with the exception of 
the Plymouth Brethren, — that their objection to the verse 
is grounded on their denial of the obedience of Christ for 
believers in Him. They utterly repudiate the doctrine of 
Christ's obedience for us. As 1 have before stated, they 
deny that He rendered anything in the way of obedience 
to the law of Grod on our behalf. From the conversation 
which I have had with some of them on the subject, I 
know of no doctrine which they regard with greater 
dislike than that of the obedience of Christ as a part of the 
redemption which He wrought out for sinners. They look 
upon it as the heresy of heresies to say or suppose that the 
obedience of our Lord had anything to do with our 
salvation. The Plymouth Brethren creed is, that Christ 
died for, but did not live for, sinners. 

But in order to make up the same number of verses as 
that of which the hymn consists, they substitute one of 
their own for the one of Count Zinzendorf which they 
omitted. The Darby verse is as follows : — 

" Thus Abraham, the friend of God, 
Thus all the saints redeem'd with blood, 
Saviour of sinners Thee proclaim, 
And all their boast is in Thy name.*' 

In the last verse there is an alteration which entirely 
mars, in the first two lines, the writing and the views of 
the author. He wrote these two lines as follows : — 

** Oh, let the dead now hear Thy voice, 
Bid, Lord, Thy banished ones rejoice." 

The Plymouth Brethren hymn substitutes for these two 
lines the following : — 

*' Till u-e heJiold Thee on Thy throne, 
In Thee we hoast, in Thee alone, ^^ 
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In one of the early papers which, once writing in a 
religious journal, I devoted to the question of hymn muti- 
lation, I pointed out the disfigurement of Toplady'shymn, 
the '' Rock of Ages, "through the mangling process to which 
it had been subjected by the Darby section of the Plymouth 
Brethren. They have treated in well nigh as ruthless a 
manner another of Toplady's hymns, which is worthy of 
place, in relation to its doctrinal matter, side by side with 
his "Rock of Ages," Toplady, just a century and three 
years ago, that is in 1771, wrote another hymn, which, 
though not usually headed at all, has been appropriately 
entitled by some hymnal compilers, *' Full Assurance." 
The first stanza of the hymn, as it was written by 
Augustus Toplady, is this — 

*' A debtor to mercy alone, 

Of covenant mercy I sing ; ' 
Kor fear with Thy riorhteousness on, . 

My person and offering to bring ; 
The terrors of law and of God 

With'me can have nothing to do ; 
My Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hide aJI my transgressions from view." 

The Darbyite hymn book gives the first stanza , of this 
sweet spiritual song of Toplady as follows : — 

" A debtor to mercy alone, 

Of heavenhj mercy I sing ; 
Nor fear to draio near to the tlirone^ 

My person and offering to bring ; 
The icrath of a dn-hatiiifj God 

With me can have nothing to do ; 
The Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hide all my transgressions from view." 

It will be observed that the alterations which have been 
made by the Plymouth Brethren in the first stanza of the 
hymn in question are a mere variation of words. The 
sense is the same, which renders the changes all the more 
inexcusable. 

I cannot fail to express here my surprise that, with all 
the doctrinal acuteness of the disciples of Mr. Darby, they 
should have allowed one expression of Toplady to be trans- 
ferred to their hymn-book. I should have thought.it a 
moral impossibility that it should have been overlooked. 
The phrase to which I allude occurs in the seventh and 
eighth lines of the first stanza—' 
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" My Saviour's obedience and blood 
Hide all my transgressions from view." 

I have said and shown that not only do the Plymouth 
Brethren repudiate the idea of Christ's obedience consti- 
tuting any part of the righteousness which He wrought 
out" for those who believe in Him, but, that they denounce 
it as one of the greatest theological heresies. They have 
mangled other hymns of our best sacred poets, in order to 
prevent their teaching the doctrine of Cfhrist's obedience 
as an essential part ^ of the righteousness whereby sinners 
are justified and saved. That fact makes the circumstance 
of allowing this one to escape all the more surprising. 
So great is their dislike of the doctrine of the obedience of 
Christ as part of the righteousness whereby the sinner is 
justified, that it would not surprise me much if, now that 
tlie attention of the " Bfethren " is called to the oversight, 
tliey were to expunge the word *' obedience" in the line 
to which I am calling attention. 

In the fifth line of the last stanza, the force of Toplady's 
language is very greatly impaired by the substitution, in 
the Darbyite hymn book, of one word, for another. 

After the four lines — 

*' My name from the palms of His bands 
Eternity will not erase ; 
Impressed on His heart it remains, 
In marks of indelible grace," 

Toplady proceeded in the next line, as the consequence of 
the previous four lines, as follows : — 

*' Yes^ I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given ; 
More happy, but not more secure. 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 

For the word ^^ Yes," which is as strongly expressive of 
the assurance of faith as any word could be, the Plymouth 
Brethren's hymn book substitutes the term ^' And," which 
very greatly impairs the force and blessedness of the line 
as Toplady wrote it. 

There is another hymn, which is one of the best known 
and most admired in the wide range of our hymnology, 
whose visage the Plymouth Brethren have so marred that 
it is positively a practical untruth to ascribe it to the two 
poets who originally penned it. I allude to the piece of 
sacred poetry called ^^The Judgment Hymn," As it 
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stands in nearly all our hymnal compilations, it consists of 
an amalgamation of the rendering of Charles Wesley and 
the Eev. John Cennick, of the *^ Dies Ira3 " of Thomas de 
Celano. The incorporation of Avhat Mr. Charles Wesley 
and Mr. Cennick severally wrote is the work bf a contem- 
porary of theirs, the Eev. Martin Madan. The first verse, 
as written by him, is as follows : — 

** Lo J He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain ; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of his train ; 

Hallelujah ! 
Jesus comes, and comes to reign." 

The Plymouth Brethren alter the first line of this verse 
BO as to make it read : — 

" Lo ! He comes from Heaven descending." 

This is but a slight alteration, and the fact shows that 
it was unnecessary to make it. But if the mutilation was 
but little in the first verse, what, I should like to know, 
will my readers think of the way in which the second has 
been dealt with ? The second verse in the hymn, as we 
find it, is, as I have already remarked in relation to otlier 
cases, as follows, in almost all our hymn books : — 

*' Every eye shall now behold Him, 
Robed in dreadful majesty ; 
Those who set at nought and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to tlie tree, 

Deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah sec." 

The Darbyite hymn book makes the second verse of 
the hymn read in a manner so entirely difierent from this, 
that 1 am at a loss to decide whether it be meant to be the 
same verse in the Brethren's book, or a substitution of 
their own. I leave the reader to form his own opinion on 
the point when he peruses the following : — 

" See the Saviour, long expected, 
Now in solemn pomp appear ! 
And His saints, by man rejected, 
All His heavenly glory share ; 

Hallelujah ! 
See the Son of God appear ! '' 

I am inclined to think that the compilers of the 
Plymouth Brethren's hymn book intended their fourth 
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verse to stand for the second in all our other hymn 
books. Theirs reads thus : — 

^' Israel's race shall soon behold Him, 
Full of grace and majesty, 
Though they s«t at nought and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to a tree ; 

Now in glory 
They their great Messiah see." 

If this be so, there lies against the compilers of the 
Darby hymn book the double charge of transposition and 
unjustifiable mutilation. 

In all other hymn books the third verse reads thus : — 

<^ When the solemn trmnp has sounded, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away ; 
All who hate Him must confounded 
Hear the summons of that day ; 

Come to judgment, 
Come to judgment, come away ! " 

The tliird verse of this h vmn in the Darby hymn book 
reads as if it had never been intended to be the same^ 
even in substance. It is as follows : — 

'* Lo ! The tokens of His passion, 
Though in glory still He bears, 
Cause of endless exultation, 
To His ransomed worshippers ; 

Hallelujah ! 
Christ the Lamb of God appears." 

Here is an entire verse which has no resemblance 
whatever to anything in the hymn which bears the names 
of Cennick and Charles Wesley. Is there not something 
like a violation of the acknowledged rules of morality in 
thus passing off that as another's which is their own ? In 
the fifth verse of the Plymouth Bretliren's hymn book, we 
have another interpolation, as in the case of the third 
verse. The fifth verse, to which there is no resemblance 
whatever in any part of the hymn as it appears in all 
other hymnal collections, .reads thus :— 

" 'Tis Thy heavenly Bride and Spirit, 
Jesus, Lord, that bids Thee come, 
All the glory to inherit, 
And to take Thy people home, 

All creation 
Travails, groans, and bids Thee come.*' 

The verse which is the least altered from the hymn of 
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Cennick and Wesley is the last. The last verse la all our 
other hymn books is the following — 

" Yea, Amen ! Let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne ; 
V Saviour, take the p(jwer and glory, 

Make Thy righteous sentence known ; 

Oh, come quickly, 
Claim the kingdoms for Thine own." 

The following are the words in which the hymnal coni- 

Eilation of the Brethren gives the concluding verse of the 
ymn in question : — 

"Yea, Amen I Let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine exalted throne. 
Saviour, take the powjer and glory, 
Claim the kingdoms for thine own. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come.^ 

I might go on through many pages to show the extent 
to which our best hymns are unwarrantably mangled in 
the hymn book of the Darby section of the Plymouth 
Brethren, but it is not necessary. I repeat that 1 cannot 
reconcile this wholesale system of hymnal mutilation with 
those notions of morality -which are recognised even by 
men of the w^orld. In the case of the Plymouth Brethren, 
a resort to .the mangling process is all the more inexcusable, 
inasmuch as they glory in repudiating everything in the 
shape of literary or poetic excellence. They tell us that 
sound doctrine is the only thing they value, and, if they 
have that^ they do not mind the homeliness or plainness of 
the language in which their hymns are written. Why, 
then, instead of disjointing and disfiguring the best and 
most beautiful hymnal compositions in our language, do 
they not write hymns for themselves ? That, it might be 
supposed, would be the most natiu^al, as well as the most 
honest course to adopt. I throw out the suggestion to the 
Plymouth Brethren, and would sincerely rejoice were they 
to adopt it, though I much fear they will not. 



TflK fLtltOXTfH BKETHfeEK. 8^ 



CHAPTER SIXTH. 

IVnSCELLANEOUS AND CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 

It is necessary that I should have a miscellaneous chapter, 
as my concluding one, because there are certain things 
illustrative of Plymouth Brethrenism which I ought to 
mention, but which could not, with propriety, be placed 
under any of the headings of the chapters which have gone 
before, 

I have made a brief allusion to the feature of Darbyism 
which relates to their maintaining that in the proceedings 
in all their gatherings the Holy Ghost inspires and 
guides them, and that consequently they. are kept free 
from error in any and all of its varied forms. It neces- 
sarily follows, if this be so, that Darby Brethrenism is 
infallible. Mr, Darby is acknowledgcjl head, and is 
infallible when he speaks in their assemblies. Now we 
ktiow that he often entertains and inculcates doctrines 
at one time, which he entirely contradicts, and teaches 
other doctrines, the very opposite, at other times. We 
know this from his publications. The question then 
presents itself, — as the opposite doctrines cannot each be 
true, which are we to believe ? There is no other conclu.uon 
to which we can come than this, — that the Holy Spirit, 
whom we are taught to believe to be infallible in all His 
teachings, is liable to the charge of error; for if Mr. 
Darby teaches his disciples in their gatherings one class 
of doctrines at one time, and another altogether diftereut 
at another time, the attribute of infallibility is one to 
which he cJinnot lay claim. And so with regard to the 
other speakers at the Darby gatherings. It is not to 
be denied that it is a quite common case, at particular 
gatherings, for several speakers to advance entirely oppo- 
site views of the same portion of Scripture, and yet 
they are all equally supposed to be under the unerring 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in every word they utter. 
One of the most learned and able divines of the 
day, a " D.D." of world-wide reputation, lately told 
me, that he chanced to be present at a Darby gathering 

F— 2 
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at Bath, and that of the twelve men who were present^ 
six of them gave their views of a particular passage 
of Scripture, and that every one of the six put a 
different construction on the passage in question. Now, 
according to the Darby doctriae, — that all who speak at 
these assemblies are taught and guided by the Holy Spirit, 
each of the speakers, though speaking in opposition to the 
other five, must have given the right view of the passage. 
Is not this in effect doing dishonour to the Holy Ghost ? 
Is it not passing strange, in the presence of such a fact, 
that men who do know their Bible could ever be led to 
adopt a system of belief which leads to such results ? 

I might say a great deal about the persecuting 
spirit of the Darby section of the Plymouth Brethren ; 
but probably there is no instance on record in the annals 
of religious rancour equal to that which we meet with in 
their treatment of Mr. Benjamin Wills Newton, and 
which I have already given. 

The Plymouth Brethren have no feeling whatever, either 
of humanity or justice, wherever their principles are con- 
cerned. I know indeed of no sect so utterly devoid 
of kindness of heart Darbyism is the most selfish reli- 
gious system with which I am acquainted. It is entirely 
wrapped up in itself. It recognizes no other denomination, 
whether the Church of England, or either of the Noncon- 
formist denominations, as a Church of Christ. Mr. Darby 
has again and again said in print, as well as written in 
private, that those who belong to his party in the metro- 
polis constitute the only Church of Christ in London. In 
fact, the Plymouth Brethren are as intolerant as Popery 
itself. They will have no communion with any but those 
who belong to their own body. They interdict their 
members from even entering a Church of England. To do 
so would be to subject oneself to the censure of **' The one 
Only Church of Christ," — that is, those who constitute the 
Darby party ; while a repetition of the offence would incur 
the penalty of excommunication. It may seem strange, 
but it is true, that they have adopted a title which Avas 
originally given them by those who differ from them, that 
of " The Exclusives." Only a few months ago, I attended 
in Reigate the services in a meeting-house, where I knew 
the worshippers were Plymouth Brethren, but did not 
know to which section they belonged. I therefore asked 
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the question of one of their numher. His hesitating 
answer was, '' Indeed, sir, I fear we must call ourselves 
^ Exclusives.' " The title is a most appropriate one. And 
indeed their uncharitable exclusiveness is the natural 
result of that part of their creed which asserts that they, 
and they alone, are guided in all their church assemblies 
by God's infallible Spirit. Doubtless, if they possess the 
gift of infallibility, they must be right in all their doings 
and decisions ; and all other denominations must be 
wrong, in so far as they differ from them. Of course, 
under these circumstances, the Brethren never co-operate 
with other evangelical denominations who meet on a com- 
mon platform to promote the cause of Christ. No one ever 
saw a Darbyite at any of our Bible, or Missionary, or 
other Evangelical Society meetings. The Brethren look 
upon all other denominations, however evangelical in 
sentiment, and however high their standard of personal 
religion, as so largely infected with error in doctrine, as 
well as wrong in relation to church government, that they 
believe it would be sinful to associate with them for the 
promotion of religious ^ends. And this conviction, which 
is never absent from their minds, naturally has the effect 
of puffing them up with spiritual pride. Believing that 
they alone of all religious bodies have attained to the 
knowledge of the truth, it could hardly be otherwise than 
that they should look down on every other Christian sect 
with supreme pity, mingled, even according to the admis- 
sions of some of their own number, with contempt. I 
myself have heard some of the best and most intelligent of 
their number say in a half-boastful manner, " The Bethesda 
party have the most lovej but we " — that is, the Darbyite 
section of the Brethren — " have the most light. ^^ And 
certainly their whole demeanour furnishes a continuous 
practical proof that spiritual pride is one of their great 
besetting sins. With this feeling is naturally associated 
an amount of arrogance in the assertion of their own 
views, which those who differ from them often find to be 
unbearable. And in this respect their leader, Mr. Darby, 
sets them an example. In his case it assumes the form of 
infallibility, often blended with positive rudeness, when 
any one chances to differ in opinion from him. He 
admits no one to take an opposite view to his. A 
friend of mine, a retired judge and a thorough gentlemctn 
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as well as Christian, chanced on one occasion to differ 
from him, when, instead of calmly expressing his own 
opposite view, he in a harsh and abrupt manner said, 
" Let us pray," dropping down on his knees as he uttered 
the words, and when he had offered up a few sentences of 
supplication, rose from his knees and suddenly left the 
room. Mr. Darby is, to all intents and purposes, a 
thorough Pope, though under a Protestant name. He 
will never admit that he is in error ; and therefore very 
naturally declines to argue- with those who controvert the 
soundness of his views. How, indeed, could it be other- 
wise ? If, I repeat, Mr. Darby holds — which he does, with 
a firm grasp-^the principle that whatever conclusions he 
and those acting in conjunction with hi^n may come to, 
express the mind of the Spirit, and if those Darbyites 
who gather together in London can go so far as to ex- 
clude all other denominations, even the most godly men 
among them,— " believing themselves to be the one^ or 
oiilt/, assembly of God in London," how need we feel 
surprised that Mr. Darby, as the " prophet, priest, and 
king " of the party, should exerpise a perfect despotism 
within the domains of Darbyism ? 

I have made, in previous parts of this work, some 
passing allusions to the despotic authority claimed by 
Mr. Darby over all his adherents, and exercised with a 
rigour which could not be credited were it not proved 
beyond all question. Mr. J. E. Howard, a gentleman of 
standing among the Brethren, has furnished us with 
proofs of the fact that Mr. Darby exercises virtually all 
the attributes of a Pope. These will be found in Mr. 
Howard's pamphlet, published little more than six years 
ago, under the title of A Caution Against ilie Darbyites. 
Any one who is known to have, even on one occasion, 
attended a meeting of the other section of the Brethren, is 
not only excommunicated at once, but Mr. Howard brings 
forward a series of facts, the truth of which has never been 
denied, to prove that if any one were to go to another 
*' gathering," still professing Darbyism, but having 
ventured to differ from any Darby conference, he is 
excommunicated without a moment's hesitation or the 
slightest pity. But Mr. Howard gives us something more 
than this : he quotes from a letter written by Mr. Wigram, 
Mr. Darby's deputy, or representative, when the latter is 
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from home, in which it is shown that not only the Darby 
disciple who may differ from the views of the Darby con- 
ference as to some points, is summarily ejected, but that 
the "gathering," or assembly, or church, that receives 
him is excommunicated also. This is so astounding an 
usurpation of ecclesiastical power that, lest the fact should 
be doubted, it may be proper to give it in Mr. Wigram's 
own words. Addressing a " Brother " — still it will be 
observed called by that affectionate name — who had 
differed on some points from the Darby conference, and 
yet been received at the communion table in a Darby 
^* gathering'' in Kennington, he says: — ^^If you are 
sorry for having yourself broken fellowship, and express 
your sorrow, you might be gladly received ; but as to 
having any title to a place at the table at Kennington, 
tlie table there is scarcely to he ounied as the table of the Lord^ 
— so I JUDGE if it owns your title to a place at it, or 
admits your rights after you have broken communion with 
it, a^d taken an adversative position of independency." 

This Mr. Wigram is the gentleman whom I have men- 
tioned before as Mr. Darby's greatest friend, and, next 
to himself, the most influential person in the Darby 
Brotherhood. < 

The breaking of fellowship with which the *' Brother " 
referred to is charged, simply means differing in opinion 
on some point with those whom Mr. Wigram, in Mr. 
Darby's absence at this time, represented. But, not con- 
tent with excommunicating him from the ^' gathering " 
where he formerly worshipped, he is hunted down at 
another " gathering." That was, it might be supposed, 
carrying persecution sufficiently far. But not so thought 
Mr. Wigram, acting in the name, and as the represen- 
tative, of a particular conference. Nothing could satisfy 
the cravings of the Darby appetite for excommunication 
but the proscription of all the members, in one lump, of 
the church at Kennington ; lor the words in italics in the 
quotation just given constitute the Darby ite mode of 
expressing what is meant by excommunication. 

Another " gathering " at Peckham was cut off about 
the same time, the only charge against the members being 
that, as a church, they had " acted in self-will," — which 
sin of " self-will " was simply that they dissented from 
gome gf the conclusions com^ tp ^t the Conferonce which 
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took place in London Bridge Hotel, in 1860. And to 
make this worse-than-Papal-tyranny complete, the Darby 
leaders inexorably decline to hear any excommunicated 
member, in his own defence. A deaf ear is given to all the 
entreaties that may be addressed to these Darbyite ^' in- 
quisitors ; " for by that name they are often called, by 
those who have been virtually martyred by them. This, 
too, is a fact which I wish to place beyond all doubt, 
because it is one which would otherwise be diflScult of 
belief. I therefore quote the words of Mr. Stanley, of 
Sheffield, previously mentioned as one of the leading men 
in the Darby section of the Brethren, which words were 
\^ritten while performing an act of rigorous excommuni- 
cation. Dating his letter from Rotherham, in November, 
1863, Mr. Stanley says : — " Dear Brother, — I duly 
received your letter of yesterday, and read it to the Saints 
assembled this morning around the table of the Lord. 
I am requested to say that inasmuch as you have now 
placed yourself in the same position as Mr. Goodall, viz., 
outside the communion of Saints gathered together in the 
name of Christ in London^ the gathering in Rotherham 
being in fellowship with those in London, cannot possibly 
receive any statement of the particulars of tlie matter y either 
written or hy word of mouth. To do so they feel would be 
to ignore ilie discipline of the Assembly in London, and 
practically to set aside discipline everywhere, as it virtually 
denies the unity of the body, and reduces every assembly to 
an independent Congregation. Under these circumstaaces, 
the Saints at Rotherham are reluctantly compelled to decline 
any further communications until you have been led to 
retrace this sad step. Praying that the blessed Lord may 
speedily restore you to His oivn path, I am yours in Christ 
Jesus, 

" C. Stanley." 

Ml . Howard, after giving this letter, calls Mr. Stanley, 
Bishop of Rotherham. Certainly had this unfortunate 
"Brother" been in the hands of Spanish inquisitors, he 
Qould not, always excepting the last resort of inquisitors, 
been more unjustly or more harshly treated. The *' sad 
step," Mr. Howard states, was that of belonging to a 
"gathering" at Peckham, whose members had all been 
turned out from the fold of the Brethren by the act of j^ 
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small clique of leading Darbyites. - Is it not amazing and 
lamentable, that a body of men and women, many of them 
not only of great intelligence, and living in a land, above 
all other countries in the world, a land of liberty, but 
Christians as well, disciples of a Master whose teaching 
and example were all in just the opposite direction, — is it 
not amazing and lamentable, that they can bring them- 
selves to submit to this servile subjugation ? And yet it 
is so. The disciples of Mr. Darby prostrate t^iemselves so 
very low at his feet, that they cannot abase themselves any 
farther. Whatever he enjoins, they do. Whatever he 
says, they at least profess to believe. 

What would be deemed heresy of the rankest kind, 
were it spoken or written by Mr. Muller, or Lord Con- 
gleton, or any other leading man amongst the Bethesda 
section of the Brethren, is the '^ glorious gospel," if spoken 
or written by Mr. Darby. It is, I repeat, a humiliating 
sight to witness an intelligent body of persons, and emi- 
nent for their knowledge of th,e Scripture, thus looking up 
to a man who has often changed his religious views, as if 
he were some celestial being specially sent from heaven to 
enlighten the darkness of our benighted world. .So far, 
indeed, from the Darby despotism deterring men and 
women from recruiting the Darby ranks, it almost looks 
as if the opposite were the real state of things. It is a 
rare thing to hear of the Darbyites going over to the 
Bethesdaites, — the more liberal and most spiritually- 
minded of the Brethren. The thing is almost invariably 
the other way. The Bethesda people cross over the line to 
the Darbyites. Bethesdaism is, indeed, a sort of half-way 
house to the region's of Darbyism, — a place whence people 
graduate to the latter resting-place, just as Kitualism is an 
intermediate stage to downright Romanism. 

And when any one does join the ranks of Darbyism, it 
is more than a thousand chances to one that he will never 
retrace his steps. Once fairly in the meshes of Mi*. Darby, 
it were all but hopeless that any one will ever recover his 
lost liberty. Darbyite converts rarely, indeed, wish for 
the restoration of their liberty. They are pleased with 
their chains. There is music to them even in their very 
clink. They would not thank any one who would loose 
them and let them go. 

JTor is it difficult to aqcoupt for this, Mr. Darby has 
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been successful in inoculating them with the notion that 
they fire the only true believers on earth. He would not • 
say that they alone will be saved ; but he does boldly affirm 
that they alone, of all professing Christians, have attained 
to the knowledge, in its depth and fulness, of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. And there is something very flattering 
to human nature, in being thus made to believe that all 
other bodies of, Christians are mere babes in their know- 
ledge of divine things, compared with themselves. 

I have before glanced, but barely glanced, at the in- 
tensely controversial spirit which is a universal charac- 
teristic of the Plymouth Brethren. I say universal, 
because, though I know much of them personally, as well 
as through the testimony of others, I know not a single 
instance where this controversial spirit does not exist in 
greater or less force. It is not for me to say tlmt there are 
no exceptions to this rule ; but I do advisedly say, that I 
am unacquainted with any single case to the contrary. 
This controversial » feeling, often degenerating into some- 
thing resembling regular quarrels, is the chronic condition 
of Plymouth Brethrenism. They are in a state of con- 
stant antagonism with the Bethesda party ; and a minister' 
of the Gospel, who has seen much of them, seriously 
assures me that when they have no one of the opposite 
party to quarrel with, they, will disagree among them- 
selves. I can verify this statement, to a certain extent, 
from my own personal knowledge. Circumstances have 
within the last few mpnths come under my cognizance, 
showing that some of the best of their number have been 
compelled to leave tiie body, solely from inability to 
breathe the atmosphere of discord in which the Plymouth 
Brethren live, move, and have their being. So great, 
indeed, is their disposition to engage in controversy, often 
ending in something like a quarrel, that it would be a 
thing quite new to see two of their number remain 
together for many minutes without a decided disagreement 
on some one point or other. 

Their quarrels, too, occasionally acquire an intensity 
which bring them before the public. In the year 1860, 
they had what they call a Conference at the London Bridge 
Hotel, met together for the purpose of examining certain 
charges preferred by Mr. William Kelly, '^ pastor of the 
assembly " in Guernsey, against a Mr. Havent, of the same 
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island. Many of the '' Brethren " came from all parts of 
the country to this Conference. Referring to this great 
gathering, in connection with the leaders of the Darby 
party, by whom it was called, and by whom it was care- 
fully packed, Mr. Culverhouse, a man of standing among 
the Brethren, says in his published " Statement of the 
Guernsey and London Case : " — " It is impracticable to 
describe the true state of things, either in the gathierings 
or at the Conference. Every remonstrance is unheeded ; 
and the simple fact of the services being conducted chiefly 
by these Brethren, is of itself appalling. Insinuations^ 
slande7*s, insolence^ threats, and violence are resorted to for 
the maintenance of their position. At a meeting of 
Brethren, held at the Hoxton Assembly on the 25th inst., 
our brother, Mi'. Lean, publicly avowed, in answer to 
inquiries by myself, that the London Bridge Conference 
is a ' private ' meeting. This being so, and regarding the 
character of its acts and usurpations, I designate it an 
' Inquisition^* At the meeting of the 21st inst. the doors 
were guarded and locked. A Brother, on applying for 
entrance, was seized by the throat and thrust back. The 
fact of the doors being guarded and locked excludes, as 
you will see, even the ordinary excuse of ' excitement.' 
Surely, ' these things ought not so to be.' Do you sanc- 
tion, my Brethren, such a state of things? Will you, my 
Brethren, submit to be governed by an Inquisition ? " 

" Behold," says David, " how good a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell ia unity ! " Behold a picture of the unity 
of Plymouth Brethren as drawn, printed, and published by 
one of themselves ! It is a sorrowful description of the 
spirit and conduct of men who call themselves Brethren. 
Certainly, this is not ^' Brethrenism," according to what is 
usually understood as the Scriptural meaning of the word. 
In describing, as Mr. Culverhouse does, this assault by 
one Plymouth '' Brother" on another, in the above terms, 
I am assured from other quarters, also printed and pub- 
lished, that so far from magnifying the matter, he does not 
bring it before us in half its aggravations. Kot only, I am 
told, did the ^' Brother,'' — who probably was set to guard 
the doors, and prevent any unfriendly '' Brother " getting 
into the room, because he was what is now-a-days called 
by some a ** muscular Christian," — not only did he do the 
garrotting part of the business with all the artistic skill of 
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an expert at that kind of work, but knocked the other 
fairly down on the floor. That was bad enough, but it 
was not nearly so bad as what followed. When the case 
of this aggravated assault was brought before the Darbyite 
leaders, they did not condemn the conduct of the ag- 
gressor. Jnstead, indeed, of excommunicating the offending 
'^Brother," they took his part, and in a sense regarded him 
as a hero. 

Some years ago, one of the most extraordinary scenes of 
religious discord among the Brethren ever witnessed, took 
place in the Freemasons' Hall, London. Between four 
and five hundred Brethren were asked to come from all 
parts of the country to hold a Conference together. The 
Darby ites and Bethesdaites were equally invited. Those 
who invited them did not mention for wliat special purpose 
they were to come. It was simply said that it was desir- 
able they should meet together, and that the Holy Ghost 
would direct them as to what they should say and do when 
they assembled. The expenses of the poorer Brethren were 
paid by some unknown and wealthy Brethren. They had 
only been met an hour or so before they were found contro- 
versially fighting with each other with a fierceness which 
could hardly be believed. And this state of things lasted 
four or five hours for three successive days. It by and by 
transpired that the real purpose for which the Conference 
was called, was to endeavour to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between the Darby and Bethesda sections of Brethren- 
ism. The very idea was enough to plunge the Darbyites 
into a state of something more than indignation. Scenes 
of indescribable uproar, mingled with expressions of the very 
worst feelings, took place on each of the thi-ds days. And 
I am assured by one who was present, who does not belong 
to either the Darbyite or Bethesda section of the Brethren, 
that not only the prime but the sole movers in these most 
unseemly scenes were the Darbyites. What the exhibi- 
tions were which occurred may be inferred from the fact 
that a lady who ^as present said, she could have wept tears 
of blood at what she saw and heard ; and a gentleman of 
education and social position, who also witnessed these 
lamentable scenes, remarked to me, that it was enough to 
make even angels weep. This may seem incredible, but it 
is nevertheless the fact. 

But the saddest of all; in connection with these deplor- 
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able scenes is, that they are actually, in effect, represented 
as the results of the guidance of the Holy Ghost. There is, I 
repeat, no principle whicli the Darbyites more firmly hold, or 
to which they give greater prominence in their ^' teaching," 
than that the Holy Ghost is with them in all their assem- 
blies, and that whatever conclusions they come to are ^ 
the result of His special guidance. Is it not fearful to 
tliink that the two scenes I have just adverted to — ^the one 
at the London Bridge Tavern, and the other at the 
Freemasons' Hall, — should be held up by the Darbyites 
as the fruits of the Spirit? Paul gives a very diffe- 
rent idea from that entertained by the Plymouth Brethren 
of the fruits of the Spirit. He enumerates them in the 
twenty-third verse of the fifth chapter of his Epistle to the 
Galatians, as consisting of '^ Love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." It 
would be difficult to prove to oneself, anything in more 
direct antagonism to this description of the Apostle, of the 
'' fruits of the Spirit," than the exhibitions of the Plymouth 
Brethren at the London Bridge Hotel and Freemasons' 
Hall, to which I have just referred. 

But I may be asked by some one, incredulously, Can it 
really be possible that the Darb3utes should ascribe the 
distressing scene at the London Bridge Hotel as the result 
of the special guidance of the Holy Spirit ? Deplorable 
as is the fact, it is even so. The question,' as stated in a 
pamphlet, entitled T/w Exclusive Brethrefii^ meaning the 
Darbyite section of the Brethren, was put to some of the 
leaders of the Darbyite party in reference to this very 
meeting, and an affirmative answer was at once given. 
The question %as put in various forms, that there might 
be no mistake in the matter, and the answer was in every 
instance unhesitatingly and explicitly in the affirmative. 
One of the forms in which the question was put, was this : 
** Suppose an assembly err, what should then be done? " 
The answer was, " Still, while you acknowledge it as an 
assembly you must accept its cwtion as that of the Holy 
Ghost." Then, continued the querist, ^'Is it the Lord's 
mind that I should accept an error of judgment?" 
Answer, "Yes." Again — '^ Then you would rather accept 
an official blunder^ knowing it to be so, than act upon what 
you believe the Lord had shown you to be the truth ? " 
Answer, " Certainly. ^^ 
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It seems to me that this looks very like a sin, which I 
will not name. It may well make one shudder to think 
that a body of Christians, on the whole, as I have before 
said, very intelligent, could by possibility entertain so 
frightful an idea. It is investing the decisions of the 
Darby " assemblies " with infallibility, even at the expense 
of making the Holy Ghost guide them to their errors of 
judgment. The Pope, in conjunction with the Councils of 
the Romish Church, never made more rudacious claims to 
infallibility. Indeed, there is a marvellous resemblance in 
various respects between Popery and Plymouth Bre- 
threnism, — thus illustrating the old axiom, that extremes 
meet. I do not speak in the way of derision, but with all 
solemnity when I say, that Mr. Darby may be compared 
to the Pope in his community, and Mr. Wigram, Mr. 
Mackintosh, and Mr. William Kelly, to his Cardinals ; and 
that the whole of the affairs of the Plymouth Brethren 
are as exclusively nianaged by them as if there were no 
other Plymouth Brethren in existence. 

I might, if I had space, have pointed out a variety of 
great and obvious inconsistencies in the views and actions 
of the Plymouth Brethren. Suffice it to mention one, so 
very manifest that one wonders they should not themselves 
see it so clearly as to abandon either of the opinions or 
actions which constitute the inconsistency. They have a 
marked dislike to everything that seems to have anything 
of the Jewish element in it ; and for that reason the 
Apostle Peter is no favourite of theirs ; while the Apostle 
Paul, having been the Apostle of the Gentiles, stands as 
high in their estimation as Peter does in the estimation of 
the Roman Cfttholics. Indeed, Paul is with the Brethren 
everything. I have before stated that one of their reasons 
for refusing the use of the Lord's Prayer is, that it was 
to His disciples while they were yet Jew^s, that it was 
taught. On the same principle, they exclude entire 
chapters of the New Testament from their ministrations. 
In fact, they pronounce fully one-half of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews not to have been written for us Christians at 
all. They say the same of the fifteenth chapter of the 
Gospel of John. They maintain that that portion of the 
New Testament is thoroughly Jewish from beginning to 
end, and that we Christians have nothing to do with it. 
Now this is one o,f the most precious chapters in the Word 
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of God. I^t is that, above all others, in which the union, 
of believers with Christ is most clearly, most fully, and 
most forcibly tjiught. The mind. of every believer who 
has felt this chapter inexpressibly sweet to his soul, must 
be shocked to hear the Plymouth Brethren affirm, in a 
manner the most dogmatic, that when our Lord spoke the 
' chapter in question, He spoke solely in his character as a 
Jew to Jews. But it is our happiness to know that that 
notion can be annihilated in a moment. A single sentence 
will suffice to do it. If the fifteenth chapter was spoken 
by Christ ,solely to Jews, and we therefore, as the Darby - 
ites maintain, have nothing to do with it, then the suc- 
ceeding two chapters must have been so also ; for they are 
continuations of the same address by our Lord. The six- 
teenth chapter begins thus — " These things have I spoken 
unto you," clearly showing that chapter to be a cx^ntinua- 
tion of the preceding; and the seventeenth commences 
with the words, *' These words spake Jesus, and lifted up 
his eyes to heaven," which clearly mean the '^ words " in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters. The three chapters, 
therefore, must stand or fall together. Take away these 
chapters, and what a blank will be found in our Bibles I 

The one inconsistency on the part of the Darbyites, to 
which I mentioned I would advert for a moment, is 
the fact that, with all their aversion to anything Jewish — 
an aversion which leads them to practically expunge a 
considerable portion of the New Testament — they as 
firmly believe, and as emphatically teach as they believe 
arid teach any doctrine in the Bible, that Christ is to reign 
personally on earth during the Millennium, and that the 
Jewish religion will then be the sole religion in the world, 
—in other words, that the entire human race will, in their 
views, habits, and mode of worship, be Jewfl in the most 
comprehensive sense of the term ! 

There is just one point more to which I wish to advert 
for a moment, before I conclude. It refers to th^ influ- 
ence which Darbyism exerts on the social comfort of 
families. I shall be fully borne out, by the concurrent 
testimony of thousands of persons, all of them speaking 
from painful experience, when I say, that no tongue can 
tell what an amount of domestic unhappiness has been 
caused by the circumstance of some leading members of a 
family adopting Darbyite opinions, while the other mem- 
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bers of the family were opposed to those opinions. I might 
unfold specific tales of this kind which could scarce be 
credited ; but that would not be expedient. It might be 
attended with unpleasant consequences to individuals, 
even without mentioning names. Parties might be sup- 
posed to be pointed at in the cases in question, which I 
had not at all in my eye. Indeed, a greater or less num- 
ber of persons, of whose names I never even heard, would 
imagine that either themselves or some members of their 
families were alluded to, because the cases being so com- 
mon would admit of thousands of applications. I will 
content myself, therefore, with stating the broad fact, and 
give a very few illustrations, — that Darbyism, as a rule, 
changes one's whole character, as regards the social rela- 
tions of life, where a leading member of a family has 
plunged over head and ears into it. The former geniality, 
how'ever great it may have been, disappears. The party, 
indeed, is no longer, as regards what is called amiability 
of manners, the same as before. It is a curious fact that 
a generous, open, agreeable Darbyite is very rarely to be 
met with. Plymouth Brethrenism changes the most kind, 
courteous, and winning manners into the opposite. And 
this is the case even where the family previously lived in 
perfect Christian harmony and happiness. I can testify 
from personal knowledge to an illustrative case of this 
ki.id which took place not long ago. ' A gentleman of high 
rank in the army lived for years in as great happiness with 
his wife, as perhaps any husband ever did. They were 
both eminent Christians. In an evil hour, the wife, one of 
the most amiable of women, fell into the hands of a Ply- 
mouth Sister, and the result of the intercourse was, that in 
a few weeks she became a thorough proselyte to Darbyism. 
The very first fruit of her ^' conversion " was her refusal 
to join in social worship with her husband and the 
other members of the family. Nor did the conse- 
quences of this lady's " conversion " to Darbyism end 
even there. She would no longer even kneel with 
her husband alone in prayer before retiring to rest, — a 
practice which they never omitted from the day of their 
marriage until the unhappy hour in which she was 
entangled in the meshes of Brethrenism. None but a 
truly godly^ man can form any conception of the misery 
of which this change in the opinions, the feelings, and 
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the conduct of this lady, proved productive in a formerly 
happy household. 

Another illustration of the estrangement which Brethren- 
ism causes in families, consisting with my own personal 
knowledge, presente itself at this moment to my mind. 
A Plymouth Sister, whose family do not share her views, 
cannot help expressing her dissent from any and eveiy act 
of worship in the family. She even turns away her face 
when the head of the house asks the Divine blessing on 
the meals of which they are all about to partake. Is not 
this sad ? Does it not display a lamentable state of feeling 
on the part of the individual, and gives a deplorable view 
of the denominational system that could produce itt 

I am also acquainted personally with another case, in 
which it happened that a mother and daughter had adopted 
the opposite views on Brethrenism. The result was, that 
the two would not sit down together at the same Lord's 
table. What an unhappy condition it must have been for 
each, to be living together in this state of antagonism in 
relation to religious matters ! 

Another case of this kind was told me some time ago by 
a minister of the gospel, who, having finished his course, 
is now among those who have received their crown of 
life. There was a family in the Orkney Islands who were 
all Plymouth Brethren, but one, half belonged to the 
Darby party, and the other to the Bethesda, or Mtdler 
party. Their house was a perpetual scene of discord, and 
of consequent unhappiness. At length things came to 
such a pass that they not only would not sit down to table 
together, but the Darby party would not eat at all, unless 
the vessels in which their food was cooked were first 
thoroughly washed after the other had had their meals ! 
If the matter were not so serious this fact could not be 
viewed in any other than a ludicrous light. 

In this very year, 1874, several similar cases have been 
brought under my personal knowledge. One minister of 
the gospel, a godly man, in Scotland, has been obliged to 
get a separation from his wife, owing to the fact that she 
had latety adopted Darbyite views, and literally tormented 
him so persistently and so relentlessly that he was unable to 
bear it any longer. I know of another case in which the 
wife, a lady in a high social station of life, who, before 
becoming a proselyte to Darbyism, was eminent for her 
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piety and devofcedness to every good word and work, will 
not only not now engage in the veryholiesij work in which 
a Christian can engage, but systematically absents herself 
from the dinner table when her husband invites some of 
** the excellent of the earth" to the house, though the object 
of their meeting be, in the highest and holiest sense of the 
words, to promote the glory of God and the good of souls. 
Before closing my volume, I wish it to be distinctly 
understood, that the cases to which I have referred, of the 
domestic misery caused in families by Plymouth Brethren- 
ism, are of every-day occurrence. Thousands of formerly 
happy homes have been made the reverse by the simple 
fact of Brethrenism being brought into the domestic circle 
by some influential member of the household. Let me 
then ask, as my concluding words. Can that be a Scriptu- 
ral, can that be a system of real religion, which is pro- 
ductive of such lamentable effects as those which I have 
thus exposed, as springing from Plymouth Brethrenism ? 
I feel confident there will be but one answer to the ques- 
tion. I know there ought to be but one. The fruits of 
the Spirit are not enmity and discord: they are love, 
peace, union, and joy in the Holy Ghost 



THE END. 



